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2. UPDATE ON NEW COURT

Renovations completed in 1996 have revealed further information about the parlour wing,
and a few additional features were noted that had been missed on the previous survey. This
house is a good example of the amount of extra information that can be revealed when
renovations are carried out, and shows how necessary it is to record and photograph at every
stage of the work, especially when features will of necessity be covered over again when
work is complete. Many thanks to Mrs Ralphs for her warm welcome and enthusiasm.
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Reduction of Linda's plan drawn for Bulletin 9

The front (west) wall of the parlour wing has been
largely rebuilt in brick, probably in the C19th,
leaving jowelled posts at the corners and a pair

of curved studs in the top of the gable above the
collar. All this has been concealed under a coat

of rendering.

[Ken's drawing shows one of these jowelled posts
revealed during recent work]







A stud in this stair wall has a sloping housing
just above the lower flight of the present stair,
but at a stecper angle; it perhaps marks the line
of an earlier steeper stair which rose in a single
flight to a landing. [The suggestion made on p22
of Bulletin9 that the earlier staircase

turned the other way is clearly erroneous)

In the chamber over the main parlour a large freestone fireplace has been discovered in the
north wall. It has a chamfered surround with a straight head and a massive stone lintel. A
hearthstone protects the wooden floor from the danger of falling logs or coals. The fireplace
may have been added in the C16th, but being so plain there is little dating evidence. [There
were only three hearths in 1671 - hall, kitchen and parlour. This fireplace was presumably
inserted by Margaret Rich for the benefit of her niece Mrs Anne Stone before 1691 when the
room had fire-irons. It may have been taken from the adjoining cottage - see Bulletin 9 pp 22
and 26.}

The parlour below clearly has an earlier fireplace opening behind the late C17th panelling,
but no attempt has been made to disturb the panelling to asccrtain the size or nature of this
fireplace.
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The alterations desired by Sir R.Vassar Smith when he took Charlton Park involved
transferring the drawing room to the SW corner, previously the dining room and opening
windows at the south end (where there had been none at all). So the square bay was added.

(3) Dining Room - This was originally in the SW corner of Hunt's new west block and as far
away from the kitchen as possible, to prevent any cooking smells reaching the guests and
minimising fire risk to the best rooms. No one can ever have enjoyed a hot meal, even when
hot water trays were used. On the NW corner, the dining room would be at least a bit nearer
the kitchen.

(4) Moming Room - As the new dining room would take the room originally intended as a
morning room, a new Morning Room was to be created on the south side of the house, where
the plan marks "work shop". People in the early 19th century had been averse to much sun;
now it was liked. Next to the new Morning Room was a stone-floored passage or room, quite
narrow but with a fireplace and a door leading into the garden (as in the 1920 photograph).
There had always been a door here, it is indicated in Thomas Robins' sketch of the south side
of the house (one of the items exhibited at Cheltenham Museum in 1977). In the 1740s it was
the only exit on this side of the house. Today it has become a window and the door is further
east.

(5) Old Library - The room on the SE comer of the ground floor is marked as Old Library and
at some date before 1885 a small square window had been inserted in its south wall, after
1748 if Robins is accurate. Now there was to be a cellar under the Library, reached by an
adjoining stair, continuing the existing staircase to the first floor. The Library was smaller
than Dining or Drawing Room but the same size as the new Moming Room.

(6)Halls - There were halls on the east and west sides of the house. The east had always been
the entrance commonly used because it led out into the front drive (Hollow Lane) and the
back drive (Moorend Street), both once public roads. This was the way to the church and the
village, and after 1826-7 on to the new Cirencester Road. Most of the "good" houses in
Charlton were in Cudnall Street or L.ondon Road, east of Charlton Park.

(7) Schoolroom - The 1885 plan marks the large upstairs room on the SW comer as
'schoolroom’; a nursery/schoolroom was now essential in all larger houses. The 18th century
practice of putting babies out to nurse had been given up in favour of home nursing, and
home education for small boys and all girls under a governess was usual. Vassar Smith's three
daughters presumably required a schoolroom (though on the plan for alterations this large
room is marked 'bedroom’, and they may have used an attic room.)

(8) Bathrooms - Alterations in 1885 included provision of one bathroom on each of the
upstairs floors. No more bathrooms were added after that until the house was sold ¢ 1920
when every bedroom had its hip and foot bath.

(9) Gas - was laid on for lighting in 1885.

I1. What of Forden House before 17847 The plans show this too.

(1) If we take the kitchen (with its huge fireplace, bread oven, and external chimney stack)
and hall we have the house, in all probability, as Giles Grevill rebuilt or improved it ¢ 1564-
7, after he came of age in 1562. "The ghost of a late medieval house" was Linda Hall's

verdict when she saw the plan.

Giles was married to Dorothy Freeman and (according to the Heralds Visitation) already had
a son Francis before he came of age. Giles inherited a simple medieval hall-house, possibly
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out of repair since it had been let to tenants during his minority. His two daughters, Dorothy
and Joane, were baptised in Charlton in 1562 and 1563; but then there is a gap till 1567 when
Margret was baptised. Perhaps this was during the upheaval of alteration and the Grevills had
gone back to stay with Dorothy's parents with whom they lived till he came of age? (Correct
Builetin 8 p12 . At this date the estate was very modest - the Grevills were lords of the manor
of Ashley, but in 1564 only 47 acres of land went with Forden House, according to the
inclosure survey.

What Giles created was a 16th century house with short cross wings, over which were
chambers reached by stairs from the kitchen and from the parlour (Old Library on plan). It
was a larger house than its contemporary New Court (built ¢ 1550), but similiar in
arrangement. As at New Court, the Hall was not given any fireplace, it did not even have one
in 1885. From this we may deduce that in Giles' day there was still a central fire, and no
chamber over it. In 1567 the Hall would have been functional, and the life of the house
would have centred on it. The walls were timber-framed throughout. An architectural
description of Charlton Park by E.Scott-Skirving, W.Mellersh, and L.Bayley written for the
Cheltenham Civic Society, calls the timbering "Tudor", but does not indicate whether box or
close studding - at this date it could be either.

The simple plan agrees with the social status of the Grevill family. They were minor gentry,
but (having made their moncey in trade) were not dignified with the title ‘Esquire’, only
'gentleman’, until Giles was buried on 28 February 1583/4.

(2) Giles' heir Francis had only a daughter, so the property passed (apparently before
Francis's death by the sort of family arrangement common among the Grevills) to his brother
Giles (died 1645). One or other of these Grevills (perhaps Giles III) must have been
responsible for extending the two short wings and so creating an open courtyard between
them. There are mullion windows looking into the courtyard which the Architectural report
calls "Stuart". They are not likely to be post-Commonwealth, when casements were gradually
being replaced by sash windows (as in Holland).

At the same time the cast front of the house was given two gables to provide extra chambers
over the north and south wings. This had to involve an upper floor over the hall too. It is quite
clear from the outside of the house in the photograph taken ¢ 1920, and even today (though
much of the east front is now hidden), that until the timber work was given a brick skin ¢
1701, the two Cotswold-style gables met at a common centre gulley in the roof. The thatched
roof was probably replaced by stone when the gables were created (less of a fire risk and
stone tiles easily obtained). All windows will have had mullions similiar to those which
survive on the courtyard side.

A double fireplace was built in the south wing. So these rooms (later degraded to workshop
and passage) were intended to be living rooms and with the "Old Library" made a suite for
the family after the Hall was abandoned except for occasional gatherings. This was a normal
17th century change in living habits. The new rooms, with the Old Parlour (now heated by a
fireplace), made up a dining room, parlour, and perhaps study (there is a narrow room rather
like this at Ham Court, used about the same period as "study", see Bulletin 20)

(3) Corresponding to the two new heated rooms in the South wing, was a heated Servants'
Hall and an unheated Butler's Pantry in the North wing. The servants too had moved out of
the Hall.

(4) When the Grevills sold Forden House to John Prinn for £725 in 1701, this was what. he
bought. His improvements involved putting a brick skin on the existing house, starting with
the east front where he joined the two gables creating extra attic rooms (as shown on the
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1885 plan). Then the south and north walls were given their brick cladding. All the outside
windows were made into sash windows to conform. One on the east front is still of the 1700-
1710 type, those on the south front narrow as in 1710-1715, the north front (so far as we
glimpse it in Robins' picture) is ¢ 1720, and finally the new west block, as dated on the gable
end, 1732. That was the house as the Revd.John Prinn left it to his son William in 1743 and
as William left it to his widower son-in-law Hunt in 1784.

(5) As soon as John Prinn acquired Forden House in 1701, he planned a new drive on the
west. As carly as 1703 court books refer to Prinn's "new way to Charlton Kings" across
Charlton Lower Field (D855 M13 p85). Tt left Old Bath Road, or Pilford Lane as shown on
the 1776 map, at a point opposite our Thirlestaine Road; then crossed Sandy Lane and over
what had perhaps already become Prinn's meadow. Then it went over the Lilleybrook,
apparently by the existing Forden bridge or an extension of it. At first it probably ended
there, but in 1709 Prinn acquired a strip of orchard from Park Cottage so that the drive could
be continued to the house, completely cut off from the public road. This may be when he
erected the Eagle Gates where his drive entered Sandy Lane. Thomas Robins shows the drive
and gates in his picture painted ¢ 1748 - he indicates the strip acquired from Park Cottage and
the row of conifers (still young) on both sides of the drive. On what had been arable, and then
probably meadow, Prinn had planted fruit trees. This drive was meant at first to bring visitors
to the west side of the house where they would enter by the courtyard. After 1732, when the
west block was built, they would enter by the west door (though curiously Robins does not
show the drive actually leading to it). When Dodington Hunt reconstructed that west block,
he meant this to be the visitors' entrance; no doubt George 1l in 1788 came this way and
ascended the "Chippendale” staircase to the drawing room on the first floor.

The closure of part of Sandy Lane in 1784 improved the drive, but in 1803 Hunt's son
William Hunt Prinn inherited and he wanted to landscape the park and have a lake and deer.
The lake would involve a new bridge and there would be difficulties in controlling the deer.
So he closed the drive, put iron fences round the deer park, and removed the Eagle Gates to
the east side of the house on what was still a public road (the back drive). There they
remained till 1939-40.

MARY PAGET

4. THE RUSSELLS OF CHARLTON PARK

The sale at Stokesay Court in 1995, when among other items a map of Charlton Park was
offered for sale and then withdrawn, led to correspondence with a member of the Russell
family. 1 am very grateful to Ann Russell who has supplied me with family information
regarding Sir William Russell, 1st Baronet., who lived at Charlton Park, and his descendants
the 2nd and 3rd Baronets. As she remarks, the Russells intermarried all the way down! This
makes the family tree very involved and difficult to reproduce, so I have summarised it for
this publication. The full tree is available if any reader would like to refer to it.

1. John Russell, 1678-1754, of Braidshaw, lawyer, married three times. His first wife died in
1705, and all the children of this marriage died in infancy. Of the sccond marriage there were
nine children, including John Russell of Roseburn in Edinburgh, 1710-1796, and Alexander
Russell of Aleppo and St.Thomas' Hospital, 1715-63, physician and naturalist. (See D.N.B.
and Stokesay Sale Catalogue 111, p113). Of the third marriage, to Margaret Anderson, there
were four sons, including Patrick Russell, 1727-1805, another physician and naturalist who
discovered the properties of the venom of the Russell viper. His collection of drawings, and
those of his older half-brother Alexander, are at the Natural History Museum, while his















-15§-

ROLAND HOWARD CROOKE

1906 December

1910
1911
1912

1914
1915

June

Aug-Dec
March 21

May 8-20

May 23
June 15

June 26

July 19

Late July

Sept 26
Oct 27

1916-1919

Gained a scholarship to Emmanuel College Cambridge, having attended
Cheltenham College.

Gained a First in Classical tripos, Cambridge

Gained a Second in History tripos, Cambridge

Passed Class 1 Civil Service Exam, and appointed to the Local
Government Board.

Enlisted, and assigned to Hawke Battalion, Royal Naval Division.
Stationed as an Able Seaman at Blandford, and isolated by a measles
epidemic. Roland asks his mother to send him another box of things to
eat, and says '... one feels like a schoolboy again asking for a "tuck-box"
but if you had any idea of the sort of place we are in and the nature of
the food, you would easily understand'.

Aboard troopship to Malta, for the Gallipoli campaign: "... in an old
Cunard boat, not particularly comfortable and the food is both scanty
and unappetising ... very little to read, on board ...'

'At a base nearer the firing line ...' (Lemnos?)

Roland writes '... you may have seen my name in the casuality list. The
fact of the matter is that I got a bullet through the fleshy part of my left
arm last night - the wound is very slight ... I was carrying ammunition
up to the firing line when I got hit. [ am just off to the hospital ship at
Lemnos with other wounded ..." in the same letter he describes
conditions in the Gallipoli firing line and in camp.

Recovered, and back in Gallipoli camp; he has applied for a
commission in the infantry.

... we have had another turn in the trenches since 1 last wrote ... it is
very hot indeed here now and I am beginning to feel it a bit more than I
did ... last time we had to occupy a trench which had been captured
from the Turks three days before; there had been very heavy fighting
and the parapet and neighbourhood of the trench was littered with
bodies which gave out an abominable stench. I never thought I should
survive the first day there, but eventually we got most of them covered
up ... a bullet. went through the pocket of my tunic, which I was not
wearing at the time...'

At some time in late July Roland was again disabled - perhaps with a
second wound, perhaps with hepatitis (which reached epidemic
proportions among the Gallipoli forces in the summer of that year). He
was later invalided out of the Naval Division, but the only surviving
references to this are in letters from Roland's brother Elliott, who was
then an infantry officer fighting in France.

Elliott: 'T was of course most surprised to hear that Roland was back in
England - he must have been bad, to be sent back ...’

Elliott: ... the Ministry of Munitions is sure to fix up Roland's discharge
without any trouble ...’

Roland in fact rejoined the Local Government Board where, later in the
war, he became Secretary to the Billeting Board (responsible for
organising temporary accommodation for war workers of all kinds). He
married in 1919 and had three sons before dying suddenly of meningitis
in 1931, aged 42.






Dec 16

1915/16

1916

1918

Mar 14
Apr 18
Apr 22

May
June
June 22

June/July

July 3

July 11
July 13

July 15

July 16

July 29

Feb 12
May 29
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Made a full Company Commander, of B Coy.

In and out of trenches throughout the winter; his letters refer - usually
in passing - to the appalling front-line conditions.

In the first warm Spring days, he writes to his friend Mrs Muat that ...
one becomes physically as well as mentally callous'.

After ten days home leave, he is taken ill on his return and hospitalised
for about 5 days.

'l am entirely convalescent ... have progressed from the soup to the
chicken stage ... my servant is with me with nothing to do except buy
me a paper in the moring and cigarettes as 1 want them. He is
exceedingly annoyed and reproachful at my speedy recovery, as he has
here as much food as he can eat cooked for him, a stretcher to sleep on,
and as many blankets as he cares to ask for ... a terrestial paradise ...’

19 Division resting and training behind the lines (preparing for the
Somme battle, presumably)

Training marches and manoeuvres "... no news that I can give you at
present ...'

Elliott describes their new Colonel Carton de Wiart (who won the VC
on the Somme in the days immediately after Elliott was killed)

A series of field postcards dated in late June ends with one dated and
timed '2 July - 9p.m.’ that must have been written as they moved into the
Somme front lines.

Elliott was killed during the morning attack on La Boisselle village, on
the third day of the Battle of the Somme. He had by now been made
commander of a different company (much to his annoyance) and died
leading them in the attack.

Letter from a fellow-officer says that "... he died in the noblest
circumstances possible ... suffered no pain whatever.'

C.M.Nash, a fellow-officer in the Gloucesters at home on sick leave,
writes ... What I would like to speak of especially was his coolness and
bravery at all times ... I recollect two occasions when his presence of
mind saved many lives, and the part he played he is sure not to have
told you ... I count acts such as these, executed in full consciousness of
the danger, of far greater importance than for instance the spontaneous
act of bringing a wounded man in under fire.'

Stephen Hewett, a friend of Elliott's at Oxford, writes 'T have lost one of
my greatest friends ... with his fine reserved temper, he was one whose
friendship needed some length of time to win and [ had looked forward
to the years after this great separation; but now all that is irrecoverably
lost'. Hewett himself was killed two weeks later.

Major Harding (Adjutant, 8th Gloucesters?) writes '... it was an H.E.
sheil which killed him and, I think, five men at the same time ... he
would be buried near the old English trench quite close to La Boisselle'.
57 Brigade chaplain writes "... of all those killed outright at that time,
only one body was recovered as far as 1 know - and 1 fear this must
always be so in an attack’.

Graves Registration, War Office, writes "... no trace of Elliott's body
has been found in the area of La Boisselle'.

F.F.Urquhart (a tutor of Elliott's at Oxford?) writes saying that it is a
comfort to know that Elliott unexpectedly found success and self-
confidence in his life as an army officer ... and yet "joining up" must
have been a great wrench for him at first. So true is it often enough even
in this life that those who think they are losing their life discover that
they have found it'.



-18-

HUGH N. CROOKE - Born 1897

1910

1911

1914 Qctober

1915  April 15
Aug 15

Oct 15

Nov 6/25

1916 Jan 27
Feb 7

June 25
July 2

July 19

July 28
Sep 3-13

Oct S
Oct-Late Nov

Nov 20
Dec 11

Dec 17

Gains a junior Scholarship to Cheltenham College Junior House

Head of College's Junior House writes: 'Hugh ought to go to the Senior
School at Easter and if he is to be an engineer he ought to go on the
Military side ... he worked very well last term. I dont think I had to go
for him for careless work in prep more than two or three times ...

A cadet at Royal Military Academy Woolwich, he writes that he has
just been inspected by King George V (in the third month of World War
One).

Gains his commission in the Royal Engineers, at the age of eighteen.
Engineers' training at Brompton barracks, Chatham; he writes:'... the
authorities have seen fit to give us night pontooning on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday ... all my clothes are filthy ... we made a raft in 6 mins 45
secs today while they took 7% mins: not bad for a first attempt?’
Preparing to embark for the Mediterranean (at just about this time his
elder brother Roland was being discharged on health grounds from
Royal Navy Div., after his time in Gallipoli).

Voyage from Devonport to Alexandria, via Malta. Arrives at
encampment at Cleopatra 5 miles from Alexandria. Hugh is one of two
RE officers in a mixed unit of reinforcements for army divisions
arriving in Egypt after the (disastrous) Gallipoli campaign.

Assigned to 67th Field Company REs, attached to 11 Division. He will
join them when they arrive in Egypt from Gallipoli.

Joins 67th field Company and is stationed with them firstly near Cairo,
and then on the Suez Canal building new Canal defences. He writes:
Tlaid some water pipes today - quite one of my most interesting jobs
... 1 was laying the pipe across a road when a cart drawn by two horses
took fright at a camel and bolted; they headed straight for the hole and
luckily saw it in time and jumped over it ...

Embarks from Egypt, for France.

Anchored off southern France, for disembarkation. Hugh's brother
Elliott was killed in action in Northern France the next day.

Hugh writes home, having heard of Elliott's death: '... Now, Mother
darling, dont go worrying about me, I am quite safe in a comfortable
billet where 1 know that nothing can happen to me ...'

Building gun emplacements 'a short way behind the firing line' and
working eighteen-hour days.

"Trenches are pretty muddy now ...

In good billets in 'a relatively large town' until about October 20,

In front line trenches; in November letters he asks his Aunt Mabel (who
lived close to the family home in Charlton Kings, Cheltenham) about
Christmas presents for the family, and asks to be sent cigarettes, tobacco
etc. as Christmas presents for his men.

Out of the firing-line again: 'it is over a month since we had any cheer'
Letter from Capt.Somerville, Hugh's CO, saying that Hugh was killed
on the evening of 10th December by a stray shell, while he was resting
in the local officers’ quarters. His death was confirmed in a War Office
telegram dated 12 December.

F.A.K.White, Divisional CRE,writes about Hugh: '... a gallant boy,
always keen and one of my best subalterns ... I felt you would like to
know how splendidly he had done, and that he had no suffering as he
was killed instantaneously ...’
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Dec 22 Capt.Somerville writes to Hugh's father about the burial: ... I've had a
cross made by the best carpenter in thc company ... I feel his loss as if
he were my own brother ..."; he encloses a list of Hugh's (very few)
personal effects, which were sent home separately.

1919  Sept 6 Mrs Adams, a Cheltenham friend of the Crookes, writes from Belgium
about her visit to the Somme battlefields and cemeteries. She had left
flowers on Hugh's grave in Beaumont Hamel cemetery, and on the
grave of her own son. "... From Beaumont Hamel Ridge there are 32
cemeteries ... No Man's Land remains desolate as it was, but it is
wonderful how the country is being brought under cultivation again and
the wild flowers are luxurious ...'

PAT CROOKE

7. AN OUTSTANDING TEACHER OF ART

Charlton Kings Local History Society was fortunate to have Mr George Ryland among its
original members. His lively reminiscences and brilliant sketches greatly enlivened the earlier
Bullerins in which they appeared. He was a man of wide interests, a Scouts Master, a Rugby
football enthusiast. His services to that sport were notable. Above all he was an artist. Those
of us who were lucky enough to visit the exhibition of his work put on in his later years will
long remember them.

Mr Ryland had joined the staff of Charlton Kings Boys' School in 1911, On September 16th
1914 he left to join "Kitchener's Army" in the First World War. In 1919, when he was
demobbed, he again took up his teaching duties and was responsible for the Lower section of
Standard V1.

As a class teacher, he was, of course, responsible for teaching all subjects, but it was as a
teacher of Art that he was outstanding. Mr Ryland must have been forward-looking in his
methods. At that date and for many years afterwards, a quite common procedure was for the
teacher to put up a drawing and for the pupils to copy it to the best of their ability. It is true
that technique might perhaps be learned by this means, but originality was not encouraged.
The pupils never saw a subject for themselves.

Mr Ryland's remarkable gift of teaching Art was first recorded in the school log book in
1919. In the report by the H.M.I. it is noted that among the older boys "their drawing taught
by a specialist on the staff is creditable” and on September 22 1922 the H.M.1. reported "A
feature of the work is the excellent drawing of the older boys which reflects great credit on
the assistant in charge of the subject.” Clearly he had already discussed the situation with the
Head Master, because on September 19th 1922, the latter had recorded in the Log Book "As
the H.M.I. expressed a wish that Standard V should have the benefit of Mr Ryland's teaching
of Drawing etc., I have arranged that he shall take the boys of that class on Wednesday
moming and Friday afternoon.”

News of the quality of the Art work done in Charlton Kings Boys' School seems to have
spread. On May 30th 1923 "Paul Fripp Esq., Director of Art at the Ladies' College,
Cheltenham, paid a visit to the school this afternoon to inspect the drawings we are sending
to the exhibition in London on June 15th and have a talk with Mr Ryland the Art master".
(the Log Book does not mention when a decision to enter the London exhibition had been
made) On June 14th it is recorded that "The H.M.I. North Ireland visited this department (i.e.
the Boys' School) and inspected its school garden. He was very interested in the Art work and
examined the work which will be sent to the Imperial Exhibition tomorrow."”
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This was an important exhibition to which a number of schools sent examples of Art work.
There were reports of it in the national press, and the following appeared in The Times
Educational Supplement on June 30th - the headmaster copied it into his Log Book on July
2nd: "In several sections of the exhibition the Art work from Charlton Kings near
Cheltenham stands out for originality and excellence of technique; its exhibits of
Lithography, book illustrations and other Art work are equal to much that comes from Art
Schools properly so called". Praise where Praise is due. The head adds "This very satisfactory
result is entirely due to the interesting work and influence of the teacher responsible for the
Art work, Mr Ryland".

This success had rapid repercussions. On July 11th a letter was received from F.J.Howard
Esq. of the Board of Education which read "Dear Sir, We have received a request from
Sahibzude Attab Ashmed Khan, a member of the Indian Council and a frequent visitor to the
Exhibition, for a number of copies of schemes of work followed in various schools which
have sent up exhibits. Would you be good enough to send me O.H.M.S. to the above address
your scheme of Drawing, We have undertaken to collect them ready for transmission to India
in the very near future." It was done. It would be interesting to know what India made of
work belonging to so different a tradition.

After this there were many visitors to the school to observe the Art work. The most distant
one recorded is as follows "October 18th 1923 H.M.I. Home Esq., Director of Education,
W.Riding, Yorks, and the Chairman of the Education Committee and Lady Chairman of the
Staffing Committee of the same authority visited the school in order to sec the Art work of
the school.” There were many other such visits, most more local: from Huton near Evesham
sent by a H.M.L; not surprisingly, from Cheltenham Training College (female); Tredworth;
and on May 9th 1924 "Miss Clarkson from the Training College interviewed me respecting a
visit of 100 students to our Art class. I arranged with her that, subject to the approval of the
Secretary, the students should attend in batches of 25 on Fridays May 16th and 23rd, and
Mondays 19th and 26th at 2.15 p.m." Even in batches of 25, there must have been difficulties
in accommodating such numbers in the class room, These of course are only a few of such
visits, which continued for some years.

One positive result of this enthusiasm was that "on July 4th Received a letter from the
Secretary, being a copy of a letter sent to the Official Correspondent on June 28th approving
of the proposal that Mr Ryland should occasionally take some of the senior boys during
School hours to sketch places of interest in the Parish.” It would be interesting to know if any
of the sketches survive.

Perhaps the best summary of all is the Report for Drawing made by H.M.Inspector Mr Scutt
on Nov 29th 1923:

"The Drawing in this school is of unusual interest, and the Assistant Master chiefly
concerned in the teaching of this subjcct has been remarkably successful in developing
artistic ability amongst the boys. He has realised, as few teachers have done, that drawing is
not merely a technical exercise, but a means of expression in which forms and colours are
used for graphic composition, the subject matter being derived from careful observation and
representation of actual things, supplemented by well-directed study of good drawings and
pictures. The result is that the older boys draw well from real things both from sight and from
memory, their efforts in this direction include outdoor as well as indoor subjects, while the
work of the younger boys under an assistant mistress form a good preparation for the work of
the upper classes. The scientific as well as artistic aspects of drawing are kept in view and
many good drawings are done in connection with Nature Study and Gardening under the
direction of another assistant master. The part of the work which calls for special notice is
pictorial composition. On the day of the inspection, one of the upper classes was given a
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11. CHARLTON KINGS INFANT WELFARE CENTRE 1923-1980

This organisation served Charlton mothers and babies for nearly 60 years. Its minute books,
now deposited at Gloucestershire Record office (D2429/23/1-2), make fascinating reading.
My mothcr Mrs Hill was a founder member.

I-1923-1946

The "Welfare", as it was always called, owed its origin to General R.G.Burton. He presided
over the inaugural meeting held "at the Club and Institute, Charlton Kings" on Tuesday
January 30th 1923 "to discuss the advisability of opening a Child Welfare Centre in Charlton
Kings".

"The following were present - Mrs Burr, Mrs Burton, Mrs Hill, Mrs Tarrant, Mrs Turner,
Miss Bullock, Miss Stert, Miss Vassar-Smith, Mrs F.J.Fry, Mrs McLaren, Miss Milford
County Superintendent of Nurses, Nurses Newdick and Vallender, and Mr Brinkworth. The
chairman first explained the object of the Meeting and read letters from the Ministry of
Health and Dr Middleton Martin relative to Finance etc. Miss Milford then gave a general
survey of the work in various centres and showed the necessity for one in Charlton Kings. It
must be non-sectarian, with an atmosphere sympathetic and friendly to all, not to be looked
upon as an outpatients's hospital ward, but as a place where any mother could get minor
advice as a preventative to more serious illness. She suggested a question box on the table for
Mothers to put questions they wished to ask, which would be answered by short talks by the
Nurses or other suitable persons."”

The proposal to open such a centre, to meet fortnightly, with a doctor and nurses in
attendance was carricd unanimously. General Burton was to be chairman, Mrs Mclaren
secretary and Mrs Fry treasurer. Those present were to form the Committee, with Mrs
Fawcett and Mrs Lindner if willing to serve. At the first Committee meeting, Mrs Freegard
and Mrs E.Peacey were added.

The upper room at the St Clair Ford Hall was hired at a nominal charge of 6s a time,
including fire and lights. At that time, it was the only hall of any size available in the village
as St Mary's had only the tin hut (now used as a Nursery School). The Parish Centre was not
opened till 1927; the Baptist Church had an inadequate schoolroom; Holy Apostles' new hall
was expensive and rather far away from the centre of the village. The Brotherhood Hall had
not yet been built and there was no Catholic church.

St Clair Ford Hall was not ideal - it had no loo, it involved stairs up which children and
equipment had to be carried, and it was just one large area which had to be divided into a
Doctor's comer, a Nurses' corner and a Weighing corner with one weighing machine for
babies and another for todlers. These areas had to be separated off with screens. Mothers had
to undress babies in the main area and had only a few chairs on which to park their
belongings. However, it was a beginning, and like all new beginnings, it ran on a shoe-string.
The County Council made an initial grant of £15 and agreed to allow £10 a year thereafter -
the rest had to be raised by subscriptions.

The equipment to start with comprised a weighing machine, cost £4.3.6; 3 screens, cost
£1.19.0; a fireguard, stationary, bucket, and a cupboard for drugs and applianccs. A second
weighing machine was added shortly, when it was agreed to accept all children under school
age. Weighing was done by Mrs Fry and each child's weight recorded on its card by Mrs Hill,
who made herself responsible for a supply of tiny jelly sweets kept ready to pop into the
mouth of any toddler starting to yell! Dr Barett Cardew agreed to be MO at a small fee.
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The first session was held early in 1923, with 8 mothers and 8 infants present. By December
1923 there were 68 mothers and 75 infants on the books. Subscriptions of £23.7.6 had been
received and the accounts (with £19.14.7 in hand) were audited at £45.8.0 by Mr Freegard.

Advice on bringing up babies was much needed in 1923 because medical opinion on the
subject had completely changed in the last 7 years. When my brother was born in January
1917, he was dressed as a Victorian baby would have been - cotton shirts tied with tape,
flannel binder wound round him and sewn in place every day - terry towelling nappies safety-
pinned to the binder - then long cotton and flannel petticoats, long frock. When he was
“shortened” the petticoats and frocks were still ankle length. But soon after he began to walk,
all this was given up and he was put into knitted vests, knitted jerseys and shorts, which were
thought to be more sensible and certainly less trouble. (Compare the youngest boy in the
1910 photograph on pl4) In the same way, when my mother suggested weaning him on to
bread and milk, as I had been, Dr Billings vetoed it in favour of mashed potato and gravy,
followed by baked apple and cream (supposed to be easily digested, a gill measure was
delivered daily by the milkman) - the day of sieved baby foods was far in the future!

In the aftermath of the war there was great poverty in Charlton Kings. The Welfare could sell
baby foods and Virol at cost pricc and garments made or knitted by members of the
Committee for the cost of materials and wool. All this was a great help. In 1925 at the AGM
"Mrs Robinson gave a report on the needlework and clothing department, it was stated that
131 Welfare garments had been sold, £11.8.8 taken in payment, and that the stock at the
present time consisted of 119 garments valued at £9.9.6 in addition to materials and wool.
The President said that our Centre was fortunate in having such a capable manager at the
head of this work and thanked Mrs Robinson for all the trouble she had taken - it was felt that
this was a most useful part of the Welfare work.” The clothing stall flourished until the
outbreak of WW2. Then in January 1940 "on account of the war it was decided to close the
woollen stall as everyone is knitting for the soldiers."

In 1924 a move to thc UDC Hall at Six Ways was mooted - the Council House had small
rooms as well as the main hall, and since the doctor did some minor operations at the clinic, a
separate room was very desirable. The UDC was willing to charge 6s a time for the use of the
place (and later agreed to reduce this to 3s) but it would cost £5.6.0 to erect pram shelters in
the forecourt and the central heating was felt by some to be inadequate, the doors opening
into the hall made it draughty. Some furniture would have to be bought which would cost at
least £15. However these difficulties were overcome and the first meeting at the Council
House was held on 20 January 1925.

The Welfare continued to meet there till the Hall was requisitioned as a Food Office in 1939.
After that, the Welfare met at St Mary's Hall, where the loss of the pram shelters was severely
felt and the Doctor had to work on the stage because there was no separate room. The kitchen
was needed for teas, an important part of proceedings. At each meeting the mothers paid 2d,
1d for tea and a biscuit and 1d towards General Funds. The chance to sit and chat was part of
the attraction of the fortnightly meetings, but even 2d was not easily come by in some
households. The Christmas Party and Summer Treat were very much appreciated.

In 1930 there had been a change of Medical Officer. At a Committee meeting on 8 April
1930, "The appointment of MO was raised, and after careful consideration and discussion it
was unanimously decided to suggest to Dr Barrett Cardew that it might be wise ... to ask one
of the other Doctors residing in Charlton Kings to act as MO for the coming two or three
years. Much gratitude was expressed to Dr Cardew for the work he had done for the Centre
from the very beginning. It was hoped that he would understand the opinion of those present
as regards not limiting the work to one member of the Medical Profession, ... It was
unanimously decided to ask Dr Eveleen Rivington to act as MO on receiving Dr Cardew's
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approval.” No one wanted to upset a popular doctor but 1 remember hearing that the
Committee was not entirely satisfied because he often arrived late and couldn't see all the
mothers waiting for him. He was an ex-Army doctor and rather rough with babies. Dr
Rivington who had just come to Charlton was almost painfully conscientous and specialised
in obstetrics. She in turm would have like to give up the Welfare work in 1937 but no other
doctor was willing to accept the position.

In 1942 "it was considered necessary in view of the large number of mothers and children
now attending the Welfare that the MO should attend at each meeting instcad of once a
month", but Gloucester was very reluctant to allow any extra grant, so existing arrangements
were continued. Then in 1944 "Dr Rivington through illness had to resign and Dr Anderson
became Medical Officer in September. He has offered to attend at each session for the same
fee until we can get a further grant”. Dr Anderson would have liked the Welfare to meet
weekly and until that became possible suggested a meeting on the Sth as well as the 1st and
3rd Tuesdays in the month. "To raise funds, a bring and buy sale was discussed”. This raised
£67.3.8. Not till March 1947 did Gloucester give an additional £20 and that was towards the
extra expenses involved in transferring the Clinic from St Mary's to the Baptist Church hall in
September 1946. And by then a new Health Act had been passed and the Welfare, while
continuing with a Voluntary Committee, would have a Health Authority member on it and
have to account to the L.ocal Authority. "100% grant for all activities will come from

Gloucester”, but 1 have been told that the new grant was only marginally more generous than
the old.

M.PAGET

1I. January 1950 - May 1957

Seeing the reproduced photograph of one of the Christmas parties in a recent issue of the
CKLHS Magazinc sent me by my son has set me delving amongst my old diaries since 1 was
honorary secretary for some years.

I became involved in January 1950 when Dr Anderson was looking for a replacement for
Miss Hyatt who was leaving to take up full time paid sccretarial employment - [ believe at
the Lillian Faithful Home. At that time the sessions were held weekly on Tuesday in the
Baptist Chapel room in Church Street from 2 or 2.30 until all the mothers, babies and
toddlers had received attention. On a normal afternoon some 40 mothers with 43 babies and
toddlers would be seen.

When the Ewens Farm estate was developed and the numbers attending increased it became
obvious that larger premises would be needed and the move to Holy Apostles Church Hall
took place. somewhere around the summer of '55 or '56 (can any reader supply this date - 1
just cannot find any note of it in my personal records?) This proved to be to the benefit of
many mothers, giving more privacy when seeing the doctor as well as more space for the
toddlers and play equipment etc., and when fine, in the grounds outside the hall, although
then supervision was required by the mother or a member of the voluntary staff.

My duties as honorary secretary included keeping the register of mothers, babies and
toddlers, with names and addresses, welcoming new mothers and passing them on to a
qualified paid nurse for the babies to be weighed. I seem to remember giving each mother,
baby and toddler a membership card on which the weight was recorded. Vaccinations against
diptheria and whooping cough were recommended and given by the doctor, who also advised
mothers on treatments, etc,. Mothers could purchase branded milk powders, baby foods, cod
liver oil, orange juice etc., at reduced prices.
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Nathaniel and Mary had four children: Edward baptised 11 October 1709; James 2 December
1711, buried 23 October 1724; John 1 August 1715, buried 30 November 1734; and Mary 24
May 1718. Mary senior was buried 10 May 1729 and Nathaniel 28 January 1738/9.

Edward married Hester Wills (so far I havn't found his marriage) and they had 10 children: 8
girls and 2 boys, all baptised at Charlton Kings. At the baptism of his daughter Martha on 23
May 1760 the father was described as 'of East End', so he was probably still farming under
Cooper's heir. He had been churchwarden for two years, 1741-3. [He was still at East End
Farm in January 1782 when the Gloucester Journal advertised "To be sold at Charlton Kings
near Cheltenham a dwellinghouse barn stable and mill house with between twenty and thirty
acres of land. Enquire of Edward Greenward (sic) of Charlton Kings who will shew the
premises; or of Robert Arkell of Upton St Leonards". (Bulletin 19 p26). Robert Arkell had
married Hannah Greenwood on 7 July 1777, and may have been acting for his father-in-law
who died in December 1785. It looks as though Charles Higgs, who inherited his father's
properties in 1781, was thinking of disposing of East End Farm i.e. Wager Court, in order to
pay for improvements to his other houses. If so, he did not find a buyer.]

John, the elder boy baptised 27 September 1745, married Esther Prince on 13 April 1779.
Esther died in 1814 and John in 1817, He is called John of Painswick in the register and I
suspect he had gone to live with his daughter Elizabeth after his wife's death, for the girl had
married John Loveday of Painswick on 12 November 1807. John the father was brought back
to Charlton Kings and buried with his wife. Their stone is still there.

The other son Edward, baptised 24 January 1751, married Sarah Lawrence on 10 July 1755
and had 7 children. I assume that Robert was the eldest as he is the first mentioned in his
father's will, but I have not yet traced his baptism. The father's will, signed and dated 12
December 1827, was proved on 26 May 1830. In it he is called "farmer". [It seems that
Edward Greenwood'did not follow his father at the Higgs' farm, but was tenant to John
Sargeant who had inherited Sturmy's farm through his wife (see Bulletin 35 p19), He sold it
to John Whithorne in 1798 (D855 M19 pp32-36). This sale may have led Edward Greenwood
the younger to transfer to Charlton Park estate, where he was tenant of the Home Farm by
1809-10 (see History p42) and probably still there at his death.] In his will Edward instructed
his third son Nathaniel to carry on the farm for the benefit of the widow; but in fact she
prediseased him, dying on 17 December 1829. The personal property was then to be divided
among all the children.

Nathaniel (the only son to farm) moved to Moorend Farm, Leckhampton, and died in 1835.
His will is very informative: no wife is mentioned so I presume hc never married, but his
surviving brothers and sisters are. His eldest brother Robert was a coal merchant in
Cheltenham and his youngest brother Samuel was a merchant in Peel Street, Manchester.
Robert had married Ann Benfield at St Michael's Gloucester on 22 February 1814 and had
two daughters: Sarah, baptised at Charlton Kings 22 October 1815, who married Thomas
Pates of Cheltenham on 5 November 1835; and Mary Ann, baptised 14 December 1816 at
Charlton kings, who never married.

So the family line was carried on by the second son John, baptised 6 January 1787, who
married Elizabeth - , (date not known). John died on 13 June 1833 (before brother Nathaniel)
and his widow survived him, not dying till 3 January 1871 at Church End, Charlton Kings.
Their five children were:

(1) Elizabeth, baptised 25 December 1813, married Samuel Pates on 4 March 1837; her
husband died in 1848 and she in 1871 - they had 3 children.

(2) Sarah, baptised 12 December 1815 (of her nothing is known)

(3) Nathaniel, baptised 10 August 1817, became a baker at Church End, Charlton Kings
[perhaps in the baker's shop later Sims?] and died 15 September 1843. [memorial stone M90






13. NOT INMY BACK YARD

Bulletin 11 contains part [ of Beryl Middleton's 'The Sewer Story'. In it she explains the
conflict between the councils of Cheltenham and Charlton Kings over this matter: 'Charlton
Kings looks to other alternatives to joining with Cheltenham. They consider "Tanks” and
depositing sewage over the land' ... 'Most favoured "raising” the sewage for distribution over
the land. Mr Higgs offered a site by his mill at Sandford for an outlet, and the Board could
even buy his mill if they wished and use it for pumping power. Sewage, commented Mr
Higgs, could be a valuable commodity, so why should they let Cheltenham have it?’

The following 'List of objectors to sewage proposals involving tanks and outfall works at
Sandford Mill' in 1864 was found among some Ministry of Health records at Kew (MH 13/47
Chariton Kings 1861 - 1871). It shows that NIMBY's are nothing new!

Charles Astley Walters
G.Price - Clergyman
Francis Jennard - Gent. - owner

Thomas Paynter - Retired Tradesman - owner

George Newman
George Townshend - owner

William Browne - occupier
H.M.Hardy

John Nethercot

Eleanor Finlangton ?

Lavinia Lucy

Michael Cook - occupier
Alfred Knight - occupier
Thomas Ashmead - occupier
Thomas Fletcher - occupier
Robert Smith - occupier

Jesse Mustoe - occupier
Andrew Hambly- occupier
James Clifford - occupier

G Sutherland Philipps - owner
Albert Taylor

Benjamin Hack - occupier
Richard Cosier - owner

? Evans - occupier

John Badley - Plumber - occupier
Martin Lewis - Tailor - occupier
Jpseph Parsons - Clerk - occupier
Joseph Wood - occupier
Elizabeth Hanes - occupier
Charles Powell - occupier
John Furney ? - occupier
William Bliss - occupier
Charles Cook - occupier
Elizabeth Bradshaw - occupier
James Bead ? - occupier
George Snaithe - occupier
John Young - occupier

Mona House

2 Oxford Place

9 Oxford Place
11,13,& 14 Oxford Place
Park Cottage

7 & 8 Oxford Place and
Raymond Villa

6 Oxford Place

1 Oxford Terrace
1 Catherine Villas
3 Oxford Place

10 Oxford Place
Charlton Place
Charlton Place
Charlton Place
Charlton Place
Anastasia Cottage
Charlton Kings
Crown

Beaufort Arms

7 & 8 Raymond Terrace
Beaufort Cottage
Oxford Place
Park St.

Park St.

Park St.

Park St.

Park St.

Park St

Park St

Park St

Park St

Park St

Park St

Park St

Park St

Park St

Park St
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William Domray - occupier Park St

Mary Hale - occupier 4 Oxford Place

William Jenkins 13 Oxford Place
George Richard Blackwell Sandford Marble Works
John Price 3 Avenalls Parade

John Dix 5 Avenalls Parade
William Atkinson 6 Avenalls Parade
Thomas Stutton 2 Avenalls Parade

Mary Hale 1 Avenalls Parade

JANE SALE

14, CHARLTON KINGS LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH

Other 'finds’ from the Public Record Office at Kew include the following items from Ministry
of Hcalth records. 1 have summarised them as the reports were very wordy. They give a good
idea of the health problems as recently as the late 19th century. For example, it is horrifying
to see that in 1892 Charlton Kings, although having 'cause for congratulations for
maintaining its reputation so long enjoyed', still had 36 deaths for under five-year-olds out of
a total of 76.

Ref. - P.R.O.(Kew) M.H. 12/3960

Letters written by Walter Sweeting Clutterbuck, Solicitor of 2 Regent St., Cheltenham, Clerk
to the Board. Letters commence January 1893.

1. Instructions to select site suitable for temporary hospital for cholera patients - 'at a distance
from any running stream'.

2. Form re Accommodation of Infectious Diseases - Arrangements made with Delancy since
1877, no special number of beds set aside for C.K. patients. Number of cases of Scarlet Fever
using Delancy over past 4 years: 1 in 1889, 2 in 1890, 0 in 1891, 5 in 1892.

3. Wish to regulate keeping of poultry - custom to keep them in enclosed runs under house
doors and windows - rarely cleaned out, in wet weather considerable health hazard due 10
soakage and filtration. Regulations applying to pigs should also apply to poultry.

4. Mr Benjamin Hack re-elected Inspector of Nuisances for 1 year at salary of £20 p.a.

5. Mr Henry Bansal Todd MRCS re-elected Medical Officer of Health for 1 year at salary of
£40 p.a.

6. Loan of £485 by Public Works Loan Commissioners to C.K. Local Board for purchase and
preparation of land for Allotments. Expenses estimated as follows: Land £413, Drainage
£13.11.0, Hedge Grubbing and Levelling £3, Fencing £12, Allotment Pigs £4.12.0, Surveyor
£9, Conveyance costs £25, Inquiry Costs £5.5.0 = Total £485.8.0

7. January 1896 - C.K.Urban District Council anxious to obtain legal interest in Vestry Hall
in order to enlarge it.

8. Salary of B.Hack raised from £20 to £30 p.a.
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9. July 1896 - George Wheeler of Early Cottage, C.K. re-elected General Rate Collector at
salary of £65 p.a.
10. September 1896 - George Brydges, Deputy Clerk took over from W.S.Clutterbuck
11. December 1896 - George Wheeler resigned and requested a pension after 27 years work.

He was supported by George Townshend of 7 Oxford Place, chairman of Finance Committee
and Brook Kay of Battledown, past chairman of Local Board.

Annual reports sent by Local Board's Medical Officer of Health - Mr Henry Bansal Todd
MRCS of 9 Oxford Parade, Cheltenham to Whitehall.

Report for yv/e December 1892

C.K. lived up to reputation as a 'healthful and health giving district'.

Death rate = 18.09 per 1000 pop. 76 deaths: 21 under 1 yr old, 15 from 1 to 5 yr old, 1 from 5
to 15 yr old, 1 from 15 to 25 yr old, 21 from 25 to 65 yr old, and 17 over 65. Higher than
usual - flu early part of year, and measles in autumn which led to closing of Lyefield Schools.
Birth rate lower than average for last 4 years. 101 births - 48 M and 53 F.

Rccommend that sewer be extended to Little Herberts. Water supply improved, many houses
now using Corporation supply.

Several cases of overcrowding have been dealt with. Complaints about pig keeping and
condition of pig sties.

C.K. has cause for congratulations for maintaining its reputation so long enjoyed.

Report of y/e December 1893

Year in which part of area seceded to Cheltenham - 100 acres. Population changes not
included in following figures.

Death rate = 14.82 per 1000 pop., lower than last 3 years: 1890 - 16.6, '91 - 16.24, 92 -
18.09. 63 deaths: 17 under 1 yrold, 5 from 1 to 5 yr old, 1 from 5 to 15 yr old, O from 15 to
25 yrold, 17 from 25 to 65 yr old, and 23 over 65. Of these 23, 1 was over 90, 8 over 80, 10
over 70 and 4 over 65. Whooping cough caused several deaths. '

Birth rate - 115 = 27.05 per 1000 pop:

Water supply scarce - many wells failed. Contamination of supply for Melton Terrace in
Ham Lanc led to extension of mains.

Nuisance of pig sties reported - especially in Hales Rd. and Battledown Approach.

Report for y/e December 1894

Estimated population now 3200 - reduction in acreage partially counteracted by building and
occupation of houses on Lyefield estate together with annual increase of births over deaths.
Death rate = 12.5 per 1000 pop. 46 deaths: 6 under 1 yr old, 2 from 1 to 5 yr old, 2 from 5 to
1S5 yr old, 2 from 15 to 25 yr old, 14 from 25 to 65 yr old, and 14 over 65. Infant mortality
'very low' - 69.76 per 1000 registered births.
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Birth rate - 86 = 26.875 per 1000 pop.
No epidemics. Water supply much better. Few cases of overcrowding reported.

Report for y/e December 1895

Death rate 'remarkably low' = 2.03 per 1000 pop. 39 deaths: 14 under 1 yr old, 3 from 1 t0 §
yrold, 1 from 5 to 15 yr old, 1 from 15 to 25 yr old, 10 from 25 to 65 yr old, and 10 over 65.
Whooping cough prevalent, cause of 5 deaths. Infant mortality 16% of rcgistered births.

Birth rate - 80 (42 M 38 F) = 24.69 per 1000 pop.

Great deal of sanitary works during year. Glazed earthenware gully traps replacing faulty iron
traps which allowed escape of sewer gas. Few cascs of overcrowding.

Ref. - PRO(Kew) MH 12/3961

3

Annual reports sent by Local Board’s Medical Officer of Health - Mr Henry Bansal Todd
MRCS of 9 Oxford Parade, Cheltenham to Whitchall cont.

Report for y/e December 1896

Area in 1891 was 3498 acres, now 3397 acres. Population in 1891 was 4187, now estimated
at 3280.

Death rate - 16.28 per 1000 pop. 53 deaths: 10 under 1 yr old, 4 from 1 to 5 yr old, 1 from 5
to 15 yrold, 1 from 15 to 25 yr old, 17 from 25 to 65 yr old, and 20 over 65 of which 2 were
over 90. Epidemic of scarlet fever - 28 cases sent to Delancy. Infant mortality 10.63% of
registered births.

Birth rate - 94 (54 M 40 F) = 28.65 per 1000 pop.
Well in Ham Lane at corner of Ham Square closed due to contamination.

Report for y/e December 1897

Death rate 15.75 per 1000. 52 deaths: 7 under 1 yr old, 3 from 1 to 5 yrold, 1 from 5 to 15 yr
old, 4 from 15 to 25 yr old, 21 from 25 to 65 yr old, and 16 over 65. 10 deaths from Phthisis

(pulmonary consumption), mostly among 'humbler walks of life’. Infant mortality 9.2% of
registered births.

>

Birth rate - 76 37 M 39 F)

Cases of overcrowding reported and dealt with. Increase in Corporation water supply.

Report for y/e December 1898

Death rate 11.04 per 1000 pop. 'remarkably low’, lowest recorded. 36 deaths: 7 undcr 1 yr
old, 3 from 1 to 5 yrold, 5 from 5 to 15 yr old, 2 from 15 to 25 yrold, 11 from 25 to 65, and
8 over 65. Scarlet fever prevalent - 24 cases but 6 of them in a boarding school. 23 cases of
diptheria. Infant mortality 'very low' - 7.6% of registered births.

Birth rate - 92 (43 M 49 F) = 27.4 per 1000 pop.
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Several milk vendors had cows tested for tuberculosis. But milk should still be boiled.

Inspection of slaughter houses - 1 diseased carcase seized and condemned.

Report for y/e December 1899

Population now estimated to be 3400. 100 acres transferred to Cheltenham in November
1893,

Death rate 18.2 per 1000 pop. 62 deaths: 14 under 1 yr old, 11 from 1 to 5 yr old, 2 from 5 to
15 yr old, 4 from 15 to 25 yr old, 14 from 25 to 65 yr old, and 17 over 65. Highcr than last
year, measles prevalent among Lyefield schools which were closed early for summer
vacation, 5 deaths from it. Scarlatina - 17 treated at Delancy resulting in 1 death. Influenza
prevalent. 7 deaths from Phthisis. Infant mortality 14.5% of registered births.

Birth rate 96 (48 M 48 F) = 28.2 per 1000 pop.

Sewer gas reported from manholes - covers to be installed.
Report of Nuisances for 1899/1900 period
356 visits made by Inspector of Nuisances - Mr Benjamin Hack.

1. Cotswold Inn - flushing boxes to 2 closets outdoors.

2. Mourford Cottages, Ryeworth - 2 closets previously connected into dry well, now
connected with main sewer. Corporation water laid on.

3. Sunny Bush near Dowdeswell reservoir - filter bed improvements

4. Oxford Lawn - improvements

3. 3 Church St. - premises cleaned and floor relaid in kitchen and wash house.

5. Charlton Mill - drains altered

6. Stoneware gully traps installed in following: Cotswold Mews, 3 Hamilton Place, 3
Chestnut Terrace, 1 - 4 Thornton Row, Church Piece, Somerset Cottage.

7. Vineyards Farm Dairy in Little Herberts Lane - drains previously emptied in to
neighbouring water course, now connected to sewer.

8. Early Cottage, Cirencester Rd. connected to main sewer.

Letters written by George Brydges, Clerk to the Board to Whitehall

Jan 1897 - Letter re Spring Bottom Cottages and garden land with 'excellent spring of water'.
Lease for 99 years agreed on 29 Sept 1874 at £2 p.a. from Guardians of the Poor to the Local
Board. Now the Board want to be rid of lease because of ample supply of watr from
Cheltenham Water Co. and Cheltenham Corporation, or be able to sublet.

Feb 1897 - Mr A.G.Bloodworth who was building a villa in Birchley Rd., objected to being
charged for sewer connection at 2/3 the total cost.

July 1897 - Request to build new offices. Application for loan of £3000 to cover land
purchase at £200, building at £2500 and furnishing and expenses at £300.

June 1898 - Lyefield Rd. Schools closed on 6th April for 3 weeks because of diptheria. 23
cases occurred during 1898 compared with 4 between 1890 to 1898. 19 occurred among
children at Lyefield School, 15 of them in infants and girls department. Serious sanitary
defects. Cleansing and disinfection while schools were closed, pencils and pens destroyed,
books burned, desks disinfected. Improvement to sanitary conditions required. New latrines.
New school being built for boys,
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1899 - Byelaws relating to keeping of pigs - increase in number of working class homes
made it undesirable to facilitate keeping of pigs - did not approve of changing rule about
distance from housc of 50' to 35" as put forward.

1900 - Loan of £350 for 30 years had been sanctioned in 1890 to provide weighing office,
cart sheds, office and enclosed yard in London Rd. Complaints received about nuisance
caused in built-up area of manure from stables. Now proposed to erect new stable on piece of
land in C.K. - ¢ 2/3 acre for £247, cost of stabling £1125 including house for foreman.

Plan to convert present stables into council office. Land offered included 1/4 acre belonging
to Mr Thorne at back of Rosebank with 2 cottages for £380. Preferred offer of 2/3 acrc
belonging to Mr W.Price opposite Vicarage for £247.

1900 - Increase of Mr Hack's salary from £30 to £35 p.a.

JANE SALE

15. (1) THE MAGNETICON

Those members who attended Reg Acock's enlightening talk on the early provision of
electricity to Cheltenham will recall our Chairman's question concerning the therapeutic use
of electricity in the 19th century.

By chance I had previously made a note of an advertisement for "The Magneticon” which 1
saw in Morris's Directory of Gloucestershire for 1876. At The Magnetic Room at 98, High
Street, Cheltenham patients could experience "the application of powerful currents of
magnetism” and "Curative Magnetism on the most scientific principles”. The advertisement
continued:

"A Room is fitted up with a Settee, Couch and Easy Chairs,

all of which are magnetised with different degrees of power.

On these the patients, who sit or recline for one, two or

three hours at a time as they are reading the daily papers

or periodicals provided, are enveloped in a Magnetic Atmosphere

that will generate in the system the electronic currents on

which life and health depend ... even more invigorating than a sea bath.”

Maybe the Magnetic Room was not very different from certain present-day clinics which
offcr exotic alternative therapies!

E.MILLER
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