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LOC.L HISTORY HNEWSLETTER

AUTUMIT 41960

The Cormittee were plecsed to find thot the first issue of
the Bulletin scems to have been of use to some of our readers and there
is certainly an abundance of nows and interesting material upon which to
roport in this issuc. Jpart from the Hewsletter, four invited articles
erc included in this number ond follow the Nowsletter.

THL N.C.S.S. STANDING CONFTRENCE FOR LOC/L HISTORY

The Publications Syb-Committee report that thay have copies in
stock of the following parphlets:-

& Sclection of Books on Englich Local History
Nlotoes on the Recording of Local History
Local History Exhibitions

How to ¥rite a Parish Guide

Discovering thc Past

Locel History in Schools

They are issuing shortly a booklet cntitled "Introducing Local Histcry"
and will probably reprint their "Handlist of Medicval Ecclesiastical
Terms" now in short supply, and "4 Short Account of the firmoricl Bearings
of the Spgvereigns of England," which is out of print. Tnhese booklets aro
oxcellent helps to students end contain, in a condensed form and at a very
low price, meterial which will save the worker meny a long scarch. The
Cormittee would welconme suggestious for futurce pamphlets which would not
duplicate othor published works ané could be sold for 2/6 to 3/- a copy.
A1l suggestions oand emquiries should be mede to the Sccretary, Standing
Conference for Local History, Motionel Council of Social Service, 26
Bedford Square, London, W.C.l.

COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAROIOGY

The Council for British Archacology is anxious that & survey
should be nade of Industrial frchceological remains. Ve are apt to
think of ‘rchacology es concerned with the remoie past, with Long Barrows



or Roman Villas, with flints or Somian pottery. It has, however, been
defined os the study of all objects made or used by Man which he had cessed
to use and this applies to & nineteenth century cloth mill or cider press
Quite as definitely as to an Iron Age Cuomp or Eilizobethan mansion. The
recording of the more recent buildings moy be far more urgent as the sites
they occupy are often still of great commercial value and the older premises
may be swept away to be replacd by newer enterprises. The Stroud Vallcy,

as Miss Corus-VWilson reminded us in her fascinating article in the January
number of the Economic History Review, became industrialised as early as the
fifteenth century ond some of the mill-sites may have a contipuous history
from this dates Tho Curator of the Stroud Miscum is moking a survey of the
older industrial buildings within tho limits of the votorshed of the Frome
and its tributaries nnd has written us o short article on this important
work in which he invites co-operation from any roader who has time or in-
formation to offer.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL FOR LOCAL HISTORY COMMITILE

The Local History Committec are themselves specially intercsted
in enother sido of this worke The fate of the Stroud VWater Canal has sharply
rominded us that it is high time that the memories of the older pcople in the
County who have worked on the canals or whose lives have been largely shaped’
by tho passage of the Conol traffic are rccorded before it is too late.
Mre LeT.C. Rolt, whose biography of Isambard Brunecl mcde that centenary
of burning personal interest to so mony of us, has kindly written us an
oppoal, "Who Knows", and we hope that readers will act on his suggestions and
help us to build a living record of cur watorwoys and tho men who worked
on themne

The Committoo is hoping to be able to apnounce the result of the
Schools Competition at the next meeting on December 9the The Chief Librarian
of Gloucastor City Library is preparing a short book-=list on County history
which, it is hopedyill bc of 3.ccizl benefit to now-comers to the district and
beginners in the subict. The Committee intend to mcke this avallable as =oon
as possible.

COUNTY NEUS

During the summer, thousanus vi visitors who braved the weather and
attended the "Sgon et Iumiere" porformances at Gloucestor Cothedral must have
gone away with unforgettuble memories of glories not revealed by the light of
doy. A smaller muber lecarnt much of the history of Bisley and of the "ghost"”
church which the genius of Mr. ¥.I. Croomo can iasurrect from tho hints cond
frogments left by the too ardent restorers. Tpeoy heard that there is o unique
survival in the churchyard, a Lantern of the Dead, oexamples of which so freguent?:



appoar in churchyards on the Continent but not in this country. A small,
temporary collection of reocords and relics, lent by locel Museums ond privato
owners, was on show during the celcbrations and this cxample might well be
followed on similer occasions elsowherc. This yeor was the quater-centenary
of the Restoration of the Moncrchy under Charles II. His return, while
probably rousing little cnthusiosm in the cities of Gloucoster end Bristol,
was oagorly awcited by the Royalist families in the county, whoso estates hud
been soquestercds The agent for soquestrations who called on the Veale family
ot Simondshall in November 1659 complained that one shouted at him, "Now you
roguc, Monks a-coming," that young Thomas Veale announced that his uncle
Wicholas woa baing released from Hurst Castle and that Mary Veale called out
that she hoped Monk's army in Scotland would not stop to eat till they hod,
won a battle on English soil. The Record Office and the City Library presented
an cxcellent Zxhibition of Royalist ond Roundhead material this summer of which
we publish a dosoription by lrs. Vintor.

Mearhile, work on the Victoria County History is procceding and
Mr. Elrington has sont in the following nota:-

"At its meoting in Moy tho Committec decided that the first task should
be the proparation of a volume of parish histories. A4s is usual for the
V.C.H. the parishes will be grouped according to the ancient hundraeds in
which they loy, end it was decided that the first volume should cover the
hundred of Slaughter and the upper divisions of Towkesbury and Wostminster
hundredss These lie in the north-cast pert of the enunty, and omong the towns
and villeges thay include are Bourton-on-tho-Hill, Bourton-on-the-Wator, Sherborie
the Slaughtors, Moroton-in-Marsh, and Stow-on-the-lipld.

The Committee also decided to intervicow candidates for the post of
Assistant Editor, Miss Kothleen Thomas was ocppointed, and began work at
the beginning of Septembers

The Editor (Mr. Tlrington) and Miss Thomas hove mado a stert with
the parishes in the immediate neighbourhood of Stow. Much of their time is
spent in Gloucester, where a substantinl part of the documentary material
is to be found - nainly in the Gloucestershire Records Office and the City
Library. Their rcgearches heve also taken them in pursuit of materisl to
London, Oxford, lorcester, Stratford-on-Avon end Bristol; ond they spend
as much time as can be spared in the villages whose history they are writing,
looking at buildings ond the terrain and talking to the inhabitentsa"

RITPORTS FROM COUNTY MUSEUMS

The Cyrator of Cheltenhsm Muscum gives us the welcome nows that
Local History will certainly play o part in the ncwly projected Schools Service
to be underteken by this Muscums Ho also reports two recent accessions of



consideroble local interest, an oil painting of Charlton Park by Jqn Griffior,
and onothor pointing ontitled “Hoy-moking at Dixton Monor" (lir. Cheltenham).
Both picturcs date from the cichteenth century. Pictorial records arc of courso
of the greatost velue and a collection of nogatives dating from about 1890,
recently found in a collar in Yestgate Street, Gloucestor wore rescucd by Mr.
Owon Parsons and thosce of old buildings hended over to the Folk Museum.

The Curator of Gloucester Musoum has sent us the following account
of other additions to the City Musoums.

"l. Late Anrlo-Saxon ond carly Mediaeval coins

. With tho nelp of gencrous grants from the Dulverton Trust and the
Victoric and Albert Musecus, six raro coins from the Gloucostor and Winchcombe
mints were acquired at the April scle of Port X of the R.C. Lockett collection.
The throo pro-conguost coins of Lothelred IT (979-1016), Harthocrut (1040-1042)
and Edward the Confessor (1042-1066) orc all from the Winchcombe minte The coin
of Harthocmut is only the sccond known cxample of its type, the othor being in
tho Roycl Cobinet at Stockholm. Of the threo post-conquost coins from tho
Gloucestor mint, two, tnose of William IT end Henry I, are belicved to bo unique
of thoir type. Thosc six coins ore irmportant ¢Cditionz to the Museun's extensive
collection of the products of the two Gloucestershire mints.

2. Silver spoons by a Gloucester mnker

Tho Muscup has also acquired, again with the help of the Dulverton
Trust, a pair of silvor trifid spoons mado by Willicm Corsley, the Gloucester
goldsmith, ce1665. Those spoons are of particular interest since they boar
norks difforont from thosc on the St. Andrew fLpostle spoon presonted by the
Wational Art Collections Fuand in 1950.

Williom Corsley was born in Bristol in 1640 and scttled in Gloucester
in 1661 on his marriago to Anne Fletcher, deughter of a city mercor and aldermon.
His workshop was in College Court, and botween 1661 and 1684 ho carried out o
number of ropeirs to tho city plate and regrlia. He produced 2 new silver socl
for the city in 1661. He also mzade a chalice and paten for Rudford Church in 1663
and o flagon for St. Nicholas Church, Gloucaster in 1668, but of his secular work
only somec half-dozon oxcmples appoar to hove survived."

Mr. Taylor also reports that "In Pcebrucry 1960 a very loree hoard of
Roman coins was found in a pottory Jar about 11 £t. 6 ins below pevenoent lavol
during building cxcavations at the Cross, Gloucesters Both coins and Jar werc
teken to the British Muscume The hoard was loter declared Treasure Trove.

The hoard numbers approximately 10,000 coins, ond is believed to consist
roinly of double dencrii { antoninioni) of the period 274-86 2.D. The coins so



for cxomined are of bronze with o geod silver coating.

Tho jar with the coins had boon placed in 2 smell pit within.a
Romen mosonry building, of which some wells could be trrced. Tho Jex is of
Glevum ware and was Pitted with o 1id.™ -

NEWS_FRC TOGAT, HISTORY SOCITTITS

The Bristel ond Gloucestershire Archeoological Socicty cre hoping
to publish ¢n historicnl [tles of the County. It will probably contein
roproductions of the Saxton map of 1577, the Morden mep (4695) the Teosdale
map (1830) the Isane Trylor map (1777) the Ogilby rocd mep from Bristol to
worcoster (1675) stroct plens of Bristol, Glouccster, Stroud, Cheltenhem and
Circncester and o modern Ordnance rmep of the Countys Production is still
being considerod so no definite price can be given but if the demand scoms
likoly to be considersblo, it moy be os low os 15/~ a copye

wotton~under-ndge Historiccl Socicty rrpore o vory succcessful
summor socsone The accounts of their oxcursions and lecturcs in the local
Press are followaed with grezt interest Ly a lorge numbor of Wottonions living
olscwhere so the members' pleasure is shored by a wider fellowshipe dn
oxccllent Snmecl Report and Local History Mevs Brochure hos been roceived from
Circencestor Historienl Socicty. It cocuteins reports of the roceent cexcavations
thero including a note by Mr. L.V. Grinsell on the remeins of froshwater mollusen
found during the axcavations and the information they provide on the nature of
the so0il ond viator in the vicinity at that periode There i also an article by
Mr. W.I. Croome on "History from Church Terdens' Accounts" which should sond
meny an investigator hunting in hils local Parish Chost. The Socicty hos com-
missioned Mr. Goydon, sssistant County Jichivist, to trenscribo and index the
Cirencestor Forish Rogisters and the first volume from 1560-1636, which bogins
at an umisually carly dnto for such records, has been completed end four copice
distributed, ono to the Rocords Office, one to the Farish Church cnd two to the
Binphem Librery. Tho sccond volume, 1637-1700, hes boen transcribed but not yeot
indexed. The Forest of Deen Saeicty is considering the idea of sonding smoll
partics to irke films with recorded commeataries cof plecos which are inaccessiblo
to lerge groups but about which members would like ¢o be informeds Two pieces
of private rescarch arce taking placece The priwvatce reilmey line from Drybrook
to Mitcheldenn Roed, which was never used is now nroved to hove been metolled,
on the testimony of the cngince driver whe drove the trein for workmen to take
up tho rails ina the First Vorld ‘ar, an intcresting instonce of local knowledge
recovered by living memorye. Meenwhile, investigoations ore teoking ploce on the
trial boring for a tramwey tuancl under the 3evorn mcde as corly as 1812, It
was mode ot Bullo in the parish of Newnhom on the river bank cbout % mile from
the hill on wnich the Church steandss The souc promotors had elecady bowsod a
tunnel spproximetoly 1,000 yards long througk Hair Hill, which, Mr. lonsfield



roports, cen lay cloim to being the sarliest rail tunnel in the world,.
Ho would like to know whuther thore or: any tr-ces or records of tho
Bullo entorprise on thz Frampton side of the river. The Bulletin of the
Thornbury Polk maintnins its high level and *this numbcre conteins notes

on Oldbury Church of Tingicnd School n~nd on the Oldbury census schedules of
1841 and 1851. Mr. Heskins, in his "Iocel History in Fngland" points out
that tho cost of obieaining photogravhic copies of the schedules from the
Public Record Office is not high nnd that as they give the information
on occupations, birthplaco, end relationships of the mombors of each
houschold, most valucblo work can be done by comparing the results with
early Dircctorics.

ITCAV TIONS

Much work hcs been done in the County during the prst soason and
we aro indebtod to Mrz. O'Neil for these notes oan rocont excavations.

"sbrington, near Chipping Campden

A furthor sooson of oxcavetions wos carried out in 1960 under
the supervision of Mrs. H.1L.0'Neil, vhen the complote hypocoust of ¢ lerge
room, perts of two othor heated rocms and o large plunge bath werc opened
up. The site is on the bonks of a wooded dell frem whioh thora flows a
copious spring of water, end from the remrins fouad there is ovory rcoson to
think that the buildings belon: to & bath cstablishment connected with o
shrino dedicated to tho goddess of the sporinze The plumbing cnd drainsge
systom connected with tho bath is intercsting and has been carried out with
graot care so as to safonusrd the purity of the woter from the spring.

There remain frogmonts of white norble snowing that the steps
into the both wore covered with this metericl and the larpo quantity of
highiy coloured painted wall plester found lying on the floor of the bath
points to & gy bathroom. Prrt of tho wall desi~n was of fishes.

There was a groeat deerth of the usuel £inds of pottory and other
domestic obJocts, which helops to point to the site as one of a Lath building
and not of & "villo".



Bourton-dn~the-\ater,Santhill Geovel Pit Ramon 7qlla

+ In opening up o new grevel pit in 1960 about o mile below Bourton,
tho romains of o villa woas discoverods Tho site was an unexpected one for
such a site, low lyins 2nd liesble to flood but at the actual cornfluence of
the two 1vors Windrush ond Diklor and on gravel sub-soil, wore the remains of
a Roman building. ¥Bxcavations by Mrs., H.IL. 0'Noil reveoaled that little
remained of the walls but all the usual adjuncts wore prosent. Red roofing

tilos, painted wall plester, tessorce, pottery, gless and a coine Sdjoining
the vill% wora shallow trenches outlining o ficld systom and thore several drains
indicated that flooding was known in that d ay tooe

Djtchforé Gravel Pit - Stretton-on-Fogso

Workings at the pit hove produced Rgman ond Iron fige pottory. Tho
site is boside the Fosse Woy ond there secms little doubt thet this must have
been wayside sottlemont. Soveral groups of burials have also been located
scattoraT amongst hut sites.”

CIRENCESTIR EXCAVATICONS 1960

The following roport was made by Mr. J.S. Wacher, Dircctor of
the axcavations, for the Bulletin of the Cirencester Historical Society
and our thanks arc duc both to the suthor and the Socicty for allowing us
to include it.

"Excavations under the auspices of the Cirencester Ircavation
Committai, took pleco in the Grounds of St. Mary's /bbey Estate during
sovon weeks in March, April and Moy.

Theso excavotions produced results of great archacological
lmnortnné at the south end of the site about helf of one of the main
gotes lea d;n~ into the Romon town wos uncovered immediotely beside the
proesent London Road where it enters the town. This gete, facing towords the
north-~eca t carried tho traffic both from jJkoman Streot and the Fosse Voy
(whlch a 301ns Akeman Streot Just outside the town) the former lending to
Verulnonium, the latter to Leicester. Of cons1dorablo importance, thoroforo,
it was b 1lt in monumental style, and its overall width must have beon abnut
100 feets It vwas flanked on either side by semi-circuler turrets, about 20
feet in diameter; ond althourh mutilated by mediseval stonc-robbers, it is
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reasonably certain that it had four corriagoways, like the ILondon and Chaster
gates at Verulamium. Two of these, in the ceutre, would heve been for wheeled
traffic cnd would in turn be flanked by slightly narrower passages for pedestrians;
thare were indications that the latter werce wide enough to take carts on occasions.

In front of the gate warc the massive stone foundations of the abutments
for a bridgce This is 2n interesting point, since it shows that the presont
course of the River Churn, which is about § ft above the low=lying grounds to tho
wost, is dofinitely artificisl, dating from the Romon period, ond not from the
Middle fAges as previously might have been suspected. This water flowing through
the Roman ditches coused rmuch trouble in the 4th century, when it undermined parts
of the town wall and one of tho gate towors. These were rofacaed and a small flood
gato was provided by cutting a channel through the well, to relieve pressure
Ogﬂinst it.

A rampart of turf and clay woas also crectod in conjunction with the
gate, probably during the first hnlf of the 2nd century.

Lateor, probably about 200 fi.D., this rampart, by then much weathored,
was cut back, and & massive wall of stone, 10 £t thick, was built in front of it.
This wall was wncovered at sevaral points during tho cxcavations, and was standing
6-9 £t high in places. At some points os many as nine courses of ashlor face had
survived, togethor with chamfored plinth ~ a most impressive sighte.

Tho foundations of two oextorncl bastions, added to the wall during
the 4th contury, wore also found.

Among the numerous smell objects of pottory and metal was a hoard
of 480 coins of 4th century data, which had been buried in tho silt of the diteh
outside the gato."

Ceptein HeS. Gracio, Sccretary of tho Cirencestor Fxcavations Committee
adds that it is slmost certoin that there will be an excavation in the town about
April-Juno next year and expcerienced volunteers will be needed. The work is
expected to include a ra-oxamination of the Basilice last scen in the nineteenth
century and a soction through the main streat with its scowers ond excavations of
other buildings lining the strect.

Meanwhile, the third article in this mumber is an account of an
oxcavation carried out on the site of a deserted village near Blockley, abernddoned
after the Black Decthe As so much public interest has been teken in those lost
villages of England, Dre. Hilton of the University of Birminghem, who sponsored the
oxcavation was askeé to give o fuller account of this perticular investigation.

CORRESPONIENCE

The Curator of the Bowes Musoun, Barnard Ceostle, Cy. Durhem writes:-



"I have two queries on which I should be grateful to hove
corrogpondence with sny of your readers:-

Wheel Housos

. In soveral North-Tastorn counties (especially Durhom ~nd North and
Enst Ridings of Yorkshire) many farms have » whcel house built on to the barn.
This is a sinzle-storey building, often hexawonal in plan and about 25 feet
in diometer. It oncc housed a horse-wheel: a wooden machine rather like a
roundabout, which included a large circuler gear sbove the horses' headse It
was turned by 2,3 or oven up to 6 horses and in turn, by way of the gear and
a shaft pinion, drove a threshing machine in the adJjoining barn.

Ipert from the North-East of Ingland, I heve observed wheclhouses in
Hunt ingdonshire and have rccords of them from Devon ond Cornwalle.

I should be very glad to hear whether any wheclhouses are known in or
around Gloucestershire, nnd if so would be delizhted to be able to obtain a
photograph or drawing.

CIDER MILLS

I have reocently obscerved two types of horse-operated cider mills, and,
saperficially ot any rate, thesc seem to have distinct geogtaphical distributions.
I would like to sec more oxamples of these machines and accordinzly would be most
gratoful if any of your rcaders could lend me photosraphs of horsc-operated cider
mills, either with or without the horse at worke. INaturally the locality of the
subJects of these photogrephs would be important if these wero known. Such
photogrophs would be carefully rcturncd within a fow doys".

Correspondents should writc to Mr. F.A. Atkinson et Beowes Muscum.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion the Committeo is most greoteful to all those who have
written contributions or sent information for this Bulletine It is ot present
distributed free of charge by the courtesy of the Community Council but it may
be necossary at a later date to mcke & nominal charze. Materiel for the Spring
nurber and suggostions for improvoment will be welcomed by the Iditor. It is
hoped thot all societies and Local History Warkers will enjoy a good winter's work.

e .Mo Griff i.ths
(Baitor)



WHO__ KIOWS?

Before the days of reilways and of all-pervading road transport
the inlond waterwoys of Gloucestershire weore of immensce importance and formed
port of a Naotional wator transport notworke Todoy the Herefordshire and
Gloucostershire Canal hos practically faded from memory, the Stroudwator has
gone the way of the 013 Thames & Sgvern and only the Gloucestor & Berkeleoy
Ship Coanal with its assoclatod Severn navigotion above Gloucestor remains in
active usc. Yot even here, the nature of that use has greatly changed.

A great deal of this change ond decay has taken ploce within living
nemory and local historians of the future will surely hold us to blome if we
fail to moke someo attompt to record recollections or relics which would tell
postority something of the old life which these weterwoys knew. There are mony
quostions to be asked and almost cortainly there are o0ld people somewhere who
could answer most of theme. A regular service of passengor steamers once plied
on the Gloucestor & Berkeley canal taking country people to market in ‘Gloucostor.
W¥hot kind of craft wore they ond who built them? Theore could be photographs of
them in oxistence. XFor how long did tho service operate and what was its time-
table? Ve aro told that long after the ship consl wos opened somo Sovern trows
continued to navigate the river to Gloucester to eavoid paying connl tollse Dgeos
anyone recnll sceing these trows on the river, and if so where were thay bound?
When did the last boat trade to Bullo Hill or use the lock on the Upper Parting
ot Maiscmore?

To provent boet owners cheating them over tolls, the Thomes & Severn
Conal Company installed a most elaborate 'weigh dock' at Brimscombe where a
completo boat with its corgo could be weighed to determine the toll poyable.
Does anyono remembor this dock in uso, rocall cpy dotails of it, know when it
went out of uso and what beceme of the machinexry?

The Stroudwater conal crosses the ship canal at Saul and continues
down to tho Seovorn. Vhen was this 0ld entry to the river last used and by what
traffic? Sgmeone moy know the answor.

Mcat of the old Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Crnal between
Gloucostor and Ledbury wos made into a railway in 1881 and the remaining
section to Hereford went out of usc cbout the same time. This is a far cry,
but one can still peer into the gloormy depths of Oxenhall tunnel. near Newent and
there moy be some who inherit recollections of the last boats on the cancl or
who kecep faded photographs or some other relics of this vanished waterwey.
If when you read this, you say to yourseclf,"I bot 0ld Mr. X. would know something
bbout that", then do go and sece Mr. X. at the first opportunity. Next year may
be too lata.

L.T.C. Rolt



Please send your reports and photographs to the Secretery,
Iocal History Cormittec, the 0ld Rectory, Whoddon, Glos. If you are
willing to meet some of the older people who have a story to tell and
help them to write their account, but do not yourself know eny of them,
plecse send your nome and acdress and the district you enuld cover.
In return we will moke short reports in this Bulletin on records received
and will sec that any worker who does not get o Bulletin is given a copy
of any such reports.

AN _IXCAVATION QF A MODITVAL DISTRTED
VILLAGE

UPTQN, INEAR BLOCKLEY

The people of Blocklay have known for a long time that two fields
south of the fine scventeenth century house at Upton Wold Farm there lis,
only a few inches under the turf, the remoins of an ancient settlement. Thesc
earthworks show that on either side of a gulley running cestwards towards
Blockley there werc more thon one dozon, perhops nearly twenty, small peasant
farn houses, with enclosed crofts or paddocks stretching behind them as far
&s the boundary bank which encircles the sottlement.

Two yecars ago the Cotswold Survey of the University of Birmingham's
School of History began to plan o systemotic investigation of this site.
It was necessery, to begin with, to attempt to find out as much as possible
about Upton from written records. For so smoll & place, a surprising cmount
of evidence appoared. This was because Blockley was ¢ manor of the Bishops of
Vorcester, and Upton was a hamlet of “lockley. It is well known that ecclesiestical
landowners kept their estate records in romerkebly good order in medieval Epcgland.
And so we ore able to establish that a sottlemont existed as early as the ninth
century, and that althnugh not mentioned by Domesday Book, it had by the end of
the twelfth century o populction of ot least six rent-poying tenants of the
Bishop with holdings of arable land. In 1283 elevon persons - not necessorily
all the inhabitants of the village - were paying tox, and according to the Bishop's

great survey of 1299 there were at least fourteen substantiel peasant families and
three cottagers or smell holders.

From this time documentary evidence of a settloment of peasant
farmers becomos scenty. 4 feudel tenant paid an aid for o twentieth part of
a knight's fee at Upton in 1346, but efter the series of bubonic plagues
which began in 1349, Upton discppears from the records. It is not mentioned
in taxation returns from now onwards and a very detailed roeve'sg and rent
collector's account for Blockley manor of 1383 mokes it almost certain that
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no village existed at that time. Tithe corn is mentioned fron other
Blockley homlets, but none from Upton. The only referonce to Upton in the
whole account tells us that the lord of the mawor puid a certain sum towards
the King's '"Pifteenth' (a tax on movenhle goods established at a fixed figure
in 1334). This tax was normelly collected by taxpsyers from the villagers.
The foct that the manorial income had to be debited with this emount almost
certeinly means that there was no-one in Upton to pay ite.

It seemed, thon, that the village ceased to exist early in the
sacond half of the fourteenth century. The earthworks in that case would
be those of farm buildings of that date or earlier. 1In 1999 the membors of
the Cotswold Syrvey made a propor ground survey of the whole site, and in 1960
excavated one of the buildings under the suporvision of an archaeologist ,Mr.
John Wacher, F.S.A. The obJect of the excavation was to attempt to establish
various dotas of occupation, and desertion, by archaeological methods; to get
some idea of the constructional methods of medieval rural builders; and to
obtain information about the rural economy of the medieval Cotswolds such as
might not be obtainoble from written documents.

4 building about 34' x 17' wos chosen for investigation. It
scemed to stand olone, but excavotion showed that it was in fact the
northern ond of a continuous 'long house'some 95' in length. It scon became
clear that the southern end, which wcs not excavated, was probably the farmer's
dwelling hnuse end that the part excaveted, perhcps added later, was for a
considerable part of its existence, o byre. It was substantially built, with
dry stone walls two feot thick, still standing tiearly two feet high in places.
A divided droin in o cobbled floor ran out throush a wide door in the cast walle.
The door was subsequently norrowed and eventually filled in cnd a new floor of
pitched limestone laid downe.

Some pottery, nails and othor ironware, including a horse or ox shoe,
wore found associated with the successive occupation loyers. These have yet to be
cnealysed, olassified and (as for as possiblo) dated. ‘Yhen this is done, we shall
sec how the written and the archaeologicecl evidence support cach others Meanwhile
it is hoped that the oxcavation will contimue, and that the story of the whole of
the long house will be re~constructed. Fortunctely the survey has geined the
intorest of the poople of Blocklay, and the invelucble support of Mr. A.%. Holder
of Upton Wold and of Captain Spencer Churchill, the owner of the lond. Local
listory always thrives best with local support.

R.H. Hilton

ﬂHn
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TITDUSTRY To THY STROUD VALLEYS

Tor some time there has baeen growing concern over the condition
of some of tho older industrial buildings of this country. This come rather
to 2 head in Docomber 1959 when the Council for British frchacolory sponsored
a conference in Iondon to discuss the matter more fully and ascerlain the full
cxtent of this anxiety. .

I was unable to attend this nmeeting, but all reports show it to
hove been o distinct succosse Papers wore read on the Industrial firchocology
of the W. Midlands, the Stamford Canal, Cotton Mills, end the problems of
rocognising and rocording the acsthetic value and importance of meny of theso
industrial buildingse In the discussion that crose, the need for urgent work
in the Stroud Valleys wes stressed by Dr. Joan fivens, President of the Society
of Antiguaries of Iondon, and Mr. Christopher Cox.

Staffordshire County Council cxpressed an inteorest in the preparation
of & pilot survey of the matorial within their county, and aftor somewhat lengthy
nogotiations work upon it has now starteds In the meantime I wes approached
by Dr. ZI.R.R. Greon, Secretary to the nowly formed C.B.f. Resecrch Cormittee on
Industrial firchoeology with o view to starting en investigation in the Stroud
district as o second survey crege

The policy of the Stroud Museum towords local history, the nature
of a large part of its collections and the subject matter of the enquiries that
corie in Qaily, make it on ideal centre for such a survey.

Unlike Stoffordshire County Council, the lluseum has not the staff nor
facilities to undeortake a survey covering a vast creas The limit I have chosen
is the watershed of tho Rivor Frome and its tributaries - zn area of cbout 106
square niles, including the villages of Arlinghom, Tastington, Nympsficld,
Kingscote, Cherington, Sopperton, Brimpsficld, Cronham end Rondwicke

This area is internationally renowned for its superior quality
cloth, but the other industries rust be considered clso. Tpese subsidories
include stone quorries and limekilns, clay pits. and brickworks, silk, stick
and grist mills, teilors' outworkings, iron works and breweries to mention but
a fowe It is hoped that each old building on evory site nay bo measured, described
ond photographed. Unless of perticuler interest the morec modern bu1ld1n0s will
be notos but not doscribed in detail. Some mills like Stanley Mill are extensive,
others like the little shear mills at MNailsworth are so small thot mony of thenm
may never be located. Toilors' outworkings and minor warchouse buildings ere
rathor a problen on account of their donsity end their lock.of hlstony or
character.

In oddition to places of 6mp1qymcnt, clothiors' houses and tied
cottages will boe included where possible; also some of the bordor line
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structures like bakorios, bechouses and dovecotes. Turnpike roads, canals
ond roilways nmust be considered as they not only linked up the isolated mills
but seot them upon casy routos to the large cities.

In spite of the urgency of the field work, this has been delayed
ponding an invostigation into the local distribution of mills. Many mills
closed soon aftor 1820 and of those some have vanished almost without trace.
But Gloucestershire is fortunate in that the large county mop by 4. Bryant
published in 1824, marks almost every water mill, and the directories of the
poriod are also most helpful. By this means it hos been possible to pin-point
ovor 150 mill sites. Tpho limited amount of field work done shows this to be
a low ostimato, but its voaluo lios in that it simplifies the scarch in arcas
whore the remaining visible ovidence is too slight in itself to be claimed aos
proof of the former existonce of a mill on that site.

The survey, which it is hoped will ultimately be published, is still
in its infancy, but the information to be pained will, I am convinced, be of
the greatost valuo to local historians not only hembut in other parts of the
country. Already soveral national and county bodies have exprossed a wish to
co-operate. In the meantime, I would like to hear from anyone prepared to assist
in any aspect of the survey, or who may have done resocarch into the history of
a particular mill or group of mills. Please write or call at Stroud Musoun,
Lonsdown, Stroud.

Industry looks only to the future; the past rmst be our concern.
Three industriocl buildings were derolished this year in Stroud alone, - the
buildings you see this weck may not be standing this time next autumn.

L.F.J. Valrond, Curator of the
Stroud Musoun, Glos.

IR MISTS OF THREE CTITURIDS I'ADD

In his preface to the handbook published for the "Royalist and
Roundhead" JFixhibition which wes held in Gloucester from July 15-27, the Duke
of Beaufort sugposted that in imagination we might hear "the cletter of hoofs,
tho sound of trurmpets and the thunder of connon" of the Civil War days. This
was porfectly true for, with our minds awnkencd by these stirring oxhibits
wo could almost sec it before our coyese It was & most worth-while display
which had token many months for its careful preparation by the staff of the
Gloucostershire Records Office and the Gloucestor City Library. They aro
to be most sincorely congratulnted on what they achleved. Tho whole Ixhibition
was very clearly arrenged in chronological order, cach scetion being simply
expleined in extromely scholarly fashion in the guide-book. Added to this
there were excollent and full descriptions of cach exhibit, ranging from orisinal
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manuscripts, transcribed so thet theay could te read more ?asily, to ex-
planations of the actunl working of the connon in use during the war.

Much painstaking and genuine enthusiasn ley behind ?hcse procious
bits of reality ond specicl mention nust be nmede of the beautifully Qr?w? and
coloured modern plans and decorative maps specially done.for the Fxh1b1t10n ?y
Miss T. Middleton. That of the different garrisons holding out either fo? King
or Parliament and that of the sequestered estates in the county to}d a grin story.
Bost of all perheps wes the plan of the sicge of Glouces?or, W1th"1ts"t1ny yot
accurate figures. Prince Rupert oven has his beloved white dog, "Boy" by his
side near his tent at Matson House.

Muong the outstanding exhibits rmust be montioned the oririnal
monusciipt of John Smyth's "4ble Men ond Arrour" which is still in perfoct
condition, a letter, signed by King Charles himself, ordering Prince Rupert
"to collect" (i.o. commandeer)as ruch cloth as possible from the Gloucestershire
woollen rills so that the Royalist troops might have their badly-needed uniforns,
and & demand for the hated Ship-money. from the High Constable of Berkeley, soying
that if the petty-constables of North Nibley did not deliver it by o certain date,
that he would come ond fotch it himself.

Humour too crept in, sometimes unexpectedly. There was the entry fron
the parish register of Elmstone Haordwicke which records the death of a porishioner
who had scurrilously gibed at Roundheads and had then died of a (1itera11y)swollen
head himself, "of an extroordinary bigness". '

But it was the actual years of war which most vividly came to light.
One cannot casily forgoet the simple lists of ordinary Tewkesbury -citizens
required to work for a month in constructing the "bullworks" of the town or the
demands for the Forest coal-miners to bring with them their everyday working
tools to tunnel under the walls of Gloucester.

The city under the commend of Sir Idward Masscy, "assaulted by God
but saved by man", withstood a month's siege and, heving capituleted, was for
wonths "isolated and half-starved". It is with this in mind that one would have
welcomed more records of the families ond private people who experienced the
realities of war. Therc probebly exist diaries, letters and parish register: wwaich
tell of war tragedies, the betrayal of one kinsmen by another, of the garrisons
nonned chiefly by women, of wounded soldiers escoping to some remote villege and
dring there, cven their names unknown. Desertion, plundering, stealing horses
from poor colliers, the burial of Ryyclist cond Roundhead in one cormmon grave = there
was little of this in the records of kings and generals, noblemen end princes.

Yet this is hot entireliy truc for in one corner of the hall were the
arms of an ordinery soldier. Heore was his helmet, his breastplcte, and his
banclier, with his ammunition and powder-flask. Jfbove hung two cavalry standards
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fron Bromsberrow Church, one Royalist, one Roundhead. Heolped out by the
vivid facts so well displayed in this exccllent exhibition, we felt we
understood rmuch more fully the part thoy pleyed.

Daorothy 7inter

GLOUCESTER CITY LIBRARIIS

Recont ndditions to Gloucestershire Collection

Bristol and Gloucestorshire Archaeclogical Societys. The registrars
of the church of St. Mory, Dymock, 1538-1790

Cheltonhanm Ryral District Council. Official Guide.

Gloucester City Library and Gloucestershire Records Office, Ruyalist
and Roundhead in Gloucestershire 1640-1660.

Gloucester City Museun. Ten trecsures of the City Museun 1860~1960

Gloucestor District Mursing Spcicty. A hondbook of the Gloucoster
District Nursing Socicty.

Gloucostor Railway Carricge & Vogon Co. Ltde A history of the Gloucester
Reilwoy Carriage and Wogon Co. Ltd.,

Gloucoster Ryral District Council. Official Guide.
Honner~-Clark (7T, ) 2 hancbook of Gloucestor Municipel Charitics.
Moore (J.) Man oand bird and beost

Pavey-Spith (£.B.) Nailsworth from 1500 to 41900.

Pereira (W.D.) Lark-ascending (Fiction)

Ployne (4.T.) A history of Playne of Longfords Mi Js

Saunders (J.) & collection towards a history of the porish of
Weston-upon=-Avon (c.1815)
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Stoor (FeiWe)ode I am ry dear Sir, eee
Volo(E.) The mailcoach men of the latec cighteenth century
Woenolsen (He) To keep this oath (Fiction)

Woodin (MN.) Room at the bottom (Fiction

WINTZER PROGRAMMES

Bristol and Gloucester frchneological Socicty

= e e e A

Nove7: "Edwoard Garlick and Son, two important Industrialists in
the L'i_gh‘been'bh Century"’ Mre I.V. Hall,

Dec.5: "Recent Work on Cotswold Prehistory™ Mre. L.V. Grinsell

Cheltenhanm and Gloucestor Historical Association

Octe 14: "Medioval Illuminated Manuscripts" Dre O.\W. Hassall

Oct. 21: "The Othor Armadn. Tho Abortive Franco-Spanish Invosion Attempt of
1779" Le Tomplo Pattorson

Nove 11l: "Tho Slave Trade" Profe. C.M. MacInnes

Nove 25: "Princo Henry the Navigator" Prof. J.C. Metford

Cirencaoster Archaoeolopical & Historical Society

Octe .17: "Romaon London" Prof. VW.J. Grimes
Octe 31: "Groat Casterton". Dre P. Cordeor

Nove. 28: "Rgomen Corinium ané@ Modern Circoncester" Dre I.A. Richmond

Forest of Dean Historical Society

Nove 5¢ "Something about Heraldry" Mr. J.L. Flliott (I\Tmmham)
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Cirencester Srchaeolorical & Historical Saciety

Pregident
Chairman

Hone Secretary
Hone. Treasurer

H.li. Viscount Dynrossil, P.C., G.C.M.G., (.C.

G:B. Young, Esq., Freefolk, Berkcley Rpad, Cirencester.
Miss M.5. Hollend, M.A. 49 Victoria Road, Gloucester
B. Jeli, Bsq., Lloyd's Bank, Cirencester.

Cotteswold Naturalists' Pield Club

Presicent - Mrs. M.L. Sor » .
MIESe elio pl.ague, Bo.l'so’ FOL.S. ] I'bthe’rley Road Cheltenham
Hon. Secretary -  1.V. Jackson, B.Sc., Petherton. Sylenham Road. Gha ‘
oy M ' ® A [ ] L & ’ Ch .
Hnn. }oc*cr{\tc,r{r - Miss Cefls Slﬁzpson, ?éyf’ield, Pains%':ick, glog? ! eltenhan
.rchoeolo y)
Hon. Treasurer - £.Ge Moxley, Isqe, Viinshill, The Avemuc, Cheltenham.

Forest of Dean local History Society

President - Ce Scott-Garrett, M.B.I., D.S.C., Tre-Evan,"Llangarron"
Ross-on=iye,
Chairman - Miss M.L. Hobbs, Forest Croft, Buckshaft Rd, Cinderford, Glos.

Hon. Secretary - Reve ReJ. Monsfield, The Vicarnge, Newnham, Glos.
Hon. Treasurer - T.H. Selwood, Esqe, Beds, Wilmot Lodge, Bpker's Hill,Coleford.

Society of Thorpnbury IFolk

Sir Algar Howard, Ke¢CeBs, KeCeVeOs, MeCe, Thornbury Castle,
Chairman SeRe Iuce, Fsq., Friezecroft, Rydgeway, Bristol.

Hon. Secretary B. Stafford Morse, Med., Corderies, /lveston, Glos.

Hon. Treasurer - Mrse I.M.Ps Hall, Castle Street, Thornbury.

Preasident

Votton-under-Tdpe Historical Society

President - R.H. Bassett, C.M.G., O.B.BE., Glentworth, Coombe,
wotton-under-Edge, Glos.
Chaimn - D. Ilﬁlner’ O.B.E.’ I"'Ia.-./\lo’ [J.R.C-Iio’ Ra’:\"o.ﬁo,

Ockfield House, Ellerncroft Road,
Wotton-under-Edge, Glos.
Hone Secretary - Miss D.I'". Grimes, 3 Orchord Street, Votton-under-Tige, Glos.
Hone. Treasurer lLoeHe Jotchom, Tsq., Long Street, lptton-under-Idge, Glos.



