




Other types of Rail  (Schematic)
A very  common type  of  rail  used  on  standard 
gauge  (4ft  8½in)  railways  up  to  the  mid  20th 

century  was  bullhead  rail  (below).  This  had  a 
symmetric cross-section and the intention was to 
turn over the rails when the running surface was 
worn  and  run  on  what  had  been  the  lower 
surface.  However the lower surface also tended 
to wear (in the chairs) and so often no advantage 
was gained.
  

Most of the rails used today are flat bottomed as 
shown  below.   They  are  normally  welded  into 
very long lengths which overcomes the technical 
problems  of  having  many  short  lengths  bolted 
together.


