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THE INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEQOLOGY OF THE STROUD WOOLLEN INDUSTRY 3

A_PERSONAL VIEW FROM 1970

findrew Hinder

My own field observations of the industrial archaeology of the
Stroud area in 1970 must strike the seasoned observer and scholar of
Stroud local history as perfunctory, and on occasions plainly -
inaccurate. I therefore stress that my view of the industrial scene
and the industrial archaeology of the area was a personal one,
and.inaccuracies must derive in part from the almost impossible
task I set myself in writing this research theme for my Geography
degree. My work was entitled *The development of industry in the
Stroud area, with particular reference to the establishment and
decline of the woollen cloth industry ¢ a field study.”, and the
introduction opened with the ambitious claim that § . ‘
wawsssses By using landscape evidence as far as possible, an attempt
has been made te compile a history of industrial development in
the Stroud area. Emphasis is placed upon the establishment and
decline of the woollen cloth industry which has influenced the
social and economic life of the area since the early léth
century.” '
Clearly I must have been working with a very broad brush ,and such
a. claim must reflect youthful naivete or arrogance, but the reader
is free to judge whether my observations have any validity 'in
allowing a comparison of field evidence now in 1991 , and the
field evidence I recorded in 1970.
I should also point out that the first two chapters of my agcount
recorded the industrial structure as it was then in the Stroud area.
A survey of each factory site recorded the company name, its
products, and the numbers of employees, and I am sure that in
view of the considerable economic and industrial changes since .
1970, much of my account would be of interest to a student of ]
contemporary sconomics. However it is the observations from three
chapters devoted to the woollen industry which may be of the most
interest, and the photographic record may provide some vivid
evidence of architectural, industrial, and landscape change.

I must thank Mr Lionel Waldron who assisted me in my survey in
197G, '

I must also thank Dr Ray Wilson who gontacted me only last year
to enquire about the whereabouts of this work. (I eventually
discovered it in my loft). Dr Wilsdn also expressed interest and
encouraged me to submit it for editing and publication.

b Hode
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INTRODUCTION.

The Purpose of the Study.

By using landscape evidence as far as possible, an attempt has been
made to compile a history of industrial development in the Stroud area.
ﬁmphasis is placed on the establishment and decline of the woollen cloth
‘industry which has influenced the social and economic life of the Stroud
:area since the early 16th Century. The new rural based woollen cloth
industry, following an influx of Flemish and Huguenot weavers after 1515,
;was orientated to the production of broadcloth, and thus the availability
of water power dictated the location of the new mills. Following the
gecline of woollen cloth manufacture in the 19th Century, subsequent
establishment of other industries of the vacant mill buildings giving
heap factory space.

3

In the study of both the former woollen cloth industry, and the present
iindustry, the Stroud area is regarded as the area drained by the River
Frome and its tributaries. Map 1 shows this area in its regional setting,
and Map 2 indicates the position of Stroud, Nailsworth, Chalford and other
settlements within the area studied. All evidence of former extensive
woollen cloth manufacture and also the present industry lies along these
stream courses which deeply dissect the scarpland of the Cotswolds. Stroud
is situated near the confluence of the east - west flowing River Frome
and the north -east - south - west flowing Slad Brook. The Painswick
Stream from the north, and the Woodchester Stream from the south, Jjoin
the Frome further west, (Map 2).

Social and physical reasons have been given for the trends noted in
the development of the woollen cloth industry. Consequently it has been
necessary to outline the processes employed in the manufacture of woollen
cloth in order to evaluate the contribution of the enviromment in allowing
the establishment of the industry.

' Methods Employed and Sources of Information Used.

As much information as possible has been obtained from landscape
evidence including architectural features. Observations were made along
each of the valleys concerned, noting both the nature of the present industry
and evidence of past industry.

t

Sites of present industry have been noted, with consideration to the
type of manufacture, its relevance in the local setting, and the building
occupied which may give some clue as to the nature of the previous
occupants. Questionaires were used to obtain information from each company.
Questions included, the approximate number of employees, the majbr markets
to which products are sent, origins of raw materials used in manufacture,
and the date of acquisition of the premises. Questions were also included
to determine the nature of occupation of the previous owners, if known,
and the uses to which every building on the premises is put. Companies
were generally co-operative in the completion of the guestionaires, with the
notable exception of B. W. Johnson and Son Ltd., of Nailsworth. Hence
information referring to each company was obtained, allowing an accurate
assessment of the structure of the present industry in the whole area.
Additional information was also obtained by questioning the foremen or
managers of each firm.

The use of documentary evidence has been kept to a minimum. However,
industrial handbooks published by Stroud Council or Chamber of Commerce,
give valuable data on the structure of industry, which could not be obtained
from the field observation or guestionaires. Some articles in past issues



AN EXAMPLE OF THE TYPE OF QUESTIONNAIRE
CIRCULATED TO INDUSTRIAL CONCERNS. -

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

MILL:

GR:

NAME OF COMPANY:

NATURE OF OCCUPATION OR MANUFACTURE:

APPROXIMATE NUMBZR OF EMPLOYEES:

CATBGORIES OF EMPLOYMENT:

ORIGIN3 OF MAJOR Ru¥W MATERIALS:

SSTINATION OF PRODUCTS:

DATE OF ACQUISITION OF PROPZRTY:

NATURE OF OCCUPATION OF PREVIOUS
OWNERS (IF KNOWN):

IS THE ORIGINAL MILL BUILDING STILL
IN USE?

WHAT USE IS M4DE OF THE MILL BUILDING?
(WHETHZR FOR MANUFACTURE OF STOR:LGE):

HAVE PRIMISES OF MORE RICENT oGE THAN
THE MILL BUILDING B::iN CONS3TRUCT:ID?
(APPROXIM..TZ D..TE OF CONSTRUCTION IF
POSSIBLE):

IF SO0, TO WHAT USE 4RT THuSE PRIMISES
PUT?



of local newspapers give some indication of the financial state of many
companies, which would not be revealed by field work. Publicity handouts
obtained from many companies are very biased, and have only been referred to
in order to establish the nature of articles manufactured at each
installation.

However, these documentary sources have revealed information necessary
for a complete picture of the present structure of industry to be obtained.
A list of these sources used to supplement field evidence and the
gquestionaires, is included at the end of this introductéry chapter.

Reference to various published articles and to some documentary sources
has however, been made when considering the characteristics of the former
woollen cloth industry. 1In outlining the historical development of the
industry based on field evidence, much supporting documentation has been
used. Also for details of the processes involved in the manufacture of
woollen cloth, it has been necessary to refer to books and articles.
However, in all cases these sources are of secondary importance to field
evidence.

In association with observations of the present industry, the
architecture, site, plan and form of mill buildings was considered.
Architecture of other buildings and landscape features were used to estimate
therole of the environment in the establishment of the woollen industry.
Considerations of building style of each mill allowed approximate datings,
later to be correlated with documentary material.

The economic basis of the industry is reflected to some extent in the
environment, but reference to documentation is necessary in some cases to
elucidate some locational factors.

Alternatively folklore and reminiscence by the older members of
society, are important sources of information which where applicable, have
been used in preference to documentary evidence. Also, some of the
lectures conducted by the Gloucestershire Society for Industrial Archaeology,
have been a valuable source of information on former cloth manufacturing
techniques and machinery.

The Form of Presentation.

The observations on the present industry and evidence of the former
woollen industry have been divided in this account. Chapter One describes
individual present-day factories within each valley, emphasising their
social and economic basis in the Stroud area. Chapter Two examines the
potential for further industrial development following a description of the
present labour force, power resources and transport facilities. "Maps are
based on the 0.S. 1 inch, 2% inch and 6 inch to one mile scale maps of the
Stroud area. A liberal use of photographs ilistrates the sites and
architecture of the factories.

The remaining chapters are concerned with evidence for the history of
the woollen cloth industry. Chapter Three outlines within each valley
the possible history of each mill or factory, using landscrpe and
architectural evidence as far as possible. In the following chepter is an
assessment of other landscape features, including disused mills, allowing
some estimation of the former importance of the woollen industry. The
main process involved in woollen cloth manufacture are outlined in Chapter
Pive so that the significance of the local environment as a locational
factor can be reaslised, with the various stages in production demanding
certain natural or social conditions.



In conclusion, using documentary evidence in a supporting role, a

history of the woollen industry, leading up to the present industrial
pattern is outlined.

Photographs are used throughout the account to illustrate distinctive
landscape features and industrial sites whether used or derelict.



DOCUMENTARY SOQURCES AND PUBLISHED ARTICIES REFERRED TO TN THE INVESTIGATIONS,

The Present Pattern of Industry.

Industrial Handbooks and Reports:

Burrows : "New and Existing Industries in the Stroud Valley" : Stroud
Council Industrial Handbook.

R. Payne : "A Physical, Social and Economic Survey and Plan"
Gloucestershire County Council.

Stroud Chamber of Commerce : "Stroud; the Industrial Heart of
Gloucestershire Cotswold Industries'.

Stroud Urban District Council, Nailsworth U.D., Stroud Rural District
Council : "Industries in the Stroud Valley" : Industrial Handbook.

Company Advertising Pamphlets and Booklets:

Air Plants Ltd., Leicester : "Fortis" : Brimscombe Iron Works, (heaters
and fans).

L. J. H. Ballinger Ltd., Woodchester Industrial Site, (abrasive machine
tools).

Batric Ltd., Griffin Mill Estate, Thrupp, {(power tools, industrial
tractors and trailers).

Cameron - Gardner, Woodchester, (ligting gear).

Fluid Transfer Ltd., Griffin Mill Bstate, Thrupp, (valvesless industrial
pumps ).

George Waller and Son Ltd., Phoenix Iron Works (blowers and vacum pumps)
Newspapers:

Stroud News and Journal : March 13th 1969.

Stroud News and Journal : May 29th 1969. .

The Historical Development of the Woollen Cloth Industry.

Books:
Bdith Brill : "0ld Cotswold" : David and Charles - 1968.

J. G. Espley and W. E. D. Young : "The Thames and Severn Canal" :
Gazebo ~ 1969.

H. P. R. Finberg : "Gloucestershire Studies" : Leicester University Press.

H. P. R. Finberg : "The Making of the English Landscape : Gloucestershire"
Hodder and Stoughton - 1955.

H. Household : "The Thames and Severn Canal" : David and Charles - 1969.
A. Smith : "Discovering Fokelore in Industry" : Shire Publications - 1969.

Sir D. Stamp amd S. H. Beaver : "The British Isles; a Geographic and
Economic Survey'" : Longmans - 1963.



Je Tann : "The Industrial Archaeology of the British Isles :
Gloucestershire Woollen Mills" : David and Charles -~ 1967.

J. Thirsk : "Essays in the Economic and Social History of Tudor and
Stuart England'" : from "Industries in the Countryside" : edited by

F. J. Fisher. Cambridge University Press - 1961

D. Verey : "The Buildings of England: Gloucestershire: The Cotswolds"
Penguin -~ 1970

\rtic in G 1 Circulation:

R. P. Beckinsale : "Factors in the Development of the Cotswold
Woollen Industry" : Geographical Journal - 1937.

E. M. Carus - Wilson : "BEvidence of Industrial Growth on Some 15th
Century Manors" : Economic History Review, Volume 12 1959 - 1960

E. M. Carus - Wilson : '"Trends in the Export of English Woollens in the
14th Century" : Economic History Review, Volume 3 - 1951

R. H. Kinvig : "The Historical Geography of the West Country Woollen
Industry" : The Geographical Teacher - 1916.

R. A. Pelham : "The Distribution of Early Fulling Mills in England
and Wales' : Geography - 1944

J. Tann : "Archaeology and the Factory" : The Local Historian, Volume
9, Number 4 - 1970

Gloucestershire Collections Gloucester Archives:

Bristol and Gloucester Archaeological Transactions, Volume LXVI

Bristol University Department of Extra-Mural Studies (Gloucestershire
Historical Studies) Numerous Volumes.

H. B. Hawker : "An Experimental Survey of the Wool and Wogllen Cloth
Industries with Particular Reference to the County of Gloucestershire"
An unpublished surygey made from local records and other sources.

E. A. Moir : "Cloth Mills of the Stroud Valley" : An unpublished
folder.

County Records Office:

Books, deeds, maps, plans, letters, notes, Jjottings.

Private Documents:

Gloucestershire Society for Industrial Archaeology Newsletters.
Numbers 8, 10 and 14.

Colonel E. A. Airy : "An Outline History of Southfield Mill House,
Woodchester".

Legal documents and Parliamentary Bill drafts found on the site of
Grist's Mill, Woodchester.

Newspapers:

Stroud News and Journal : 6th March 1969



Stroud News and Journal : 29th May 1969

Sunday Times Business News : 9th August 1970
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CHAPTER ON® . THE STROUD AREA AND ITS INDUSTRY ¢ A Site By Site Analysis OF
The Present Industry., Using Questionaires And Landscape
Bvidence.

Despite the fact that there are more than 70 major firms in the Stroud
area, employing an insured work force of around 22,000, the landscape has re-
tained its rural characteristic. The sites of manufacturing industry in the
deeply incised valleys of the River Frome and its tributaries are often
within sylvan settings, with large unbroken areas of industrial development
being notably absent. Photograph 1 shows the view obtained from Burleigh
Court, Brimscombe looking north west up the Frome Valley, this type of
landscape bheing typical of many of the valleys seen in the Stroud area.

During field observation, two transects were made, one of the Frome
Valley and the three main adjoining valleys to the north, and another of the
Woodchester Stream valley and its tributaries (see Map 2). This chapter
outlines observations on the manufacturing industry, noted during each of
these transects.

The Valleys of the River Frome and its Tributaries.

In the Vale of Berkeley to the west of Stonehouse (see Map 2), the
first factory is seen in a west to east hourney up the valley of the River
Frome in the direction of Stroud. From the bank of the Stroudwater Canal
(Grid Reference : 794053 on 0.S. 1 inch Sheet 156 and 0.S. 2% inch Sheet
S.0. 70) a brick built mill complex can be seen (photograph 2). The
occuplers of the premises, the Sperry Gyroscope Company Ltd., produce
control equipment fer naval guns and missiles, and instrumentation and
control systems for the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority. I was
informed by a foreman that work here also includes the design and development
of printed circuits for special nseds. The company is controlled by the
Admiralty, and owing to the nature of occupation, further information was
denied and entry forbidden. FHowever it was revealed that the work force
of skilled and technical staff had been reduced by over 300% over the last
3 years, with production being concentrated at the main establishment at
Southampton. Such a highly technical industry, with no traditions in the
area, and with no local labour experience in this type of production, has
resulted in the failure of this industiry to run economically.

Crossing the canal by a swing bridge a modern 10 acre industrial site
was seen to the north of the A 4096 Claypits to Stonehouse road (Map 3).-
Here, the firm of Ransome, Hoffman and Pollard manufacture -bearings for the
aerospace industry. Products vary from tiny jewelled bearings to castings
weighing several hundredweights. Control devices are also produced. No
guestionaire was returned from this firm, and further details were not supplied.
However, it was apparent that despite a highly technical bias in both
industries noted so far, the latter example was more dynamic, and ‘had recently
expanded its production and labour force. This was no doubt due to a greater
willingness to vary the production of differing products according to
demand.

Following the A 4096 east for a half a mile, a lane was taken which led
south and over the canal by means of Nutshell Cridge. Two hundred yards
south east of the canal a mill was encountered on the River Frome, (Grid
Reference : 801047 on 2% inch Sheet S.0. 80) (Map 3). This mill, Stonehouse
lower Mill, is occupied by the Stonehouse Paper Bag Mills Ltd., manufacturing
paper bags, cardboard tubes, and polythene coated sachets. Approximately
3C men are employed here. Just to the south east of the mill, on the
opposite bank of the River Frome, is the modern plant eof Young and Wolfe Ltd.,
producers of casein plastics including knitting pins. About 60 employees
are concerned in production and administration. Although the small modern
prefabricated factory premises here, would suggest that it dates from only










the last five years, Young and Wolfe have in fact produced plastics at
this site since 1927. Both companies at this site are small family owned
businesses with a small labour force. Availability of labour and the
cheap factory site has allowed the establishment and persistence of these
two types of industry here.

The only notable industry seen within the twwn of Stonehouse was
the welding and construction of prefabricated oil storage tanks by the
W. and R. Manufacturing Company of Upper RQueens Road. 15 employees are
concerned with contract orders from all parts of Britain. The only
basis for this industry lies again with the availability of labour and a
cheap fazctory site. All steel is imported from South Wales.

Upstream from Stonehouse Lower Mill, Stonehouse Upper Mill was seen
from the Stonehouse to Leonard Stanley road. To the morth of the
original mill buildings (Crid Reference : 807047) extending up to the
canal, new installations house a variety of manufacturing and distribution
functions. Also, to the west of the mill new industrial premises are sited
beside the Leonard Stanley road. Here, the firm of Kelsey Sparrow Ltd.,
manufacture household and industrial laminate tiles. There are 21
employees, some of which are involved in night shifts. The mill and its
surrounding newer buildings accommodate two manufacturing concerns and
six distributive and service industries. Stonehouse Engineering Ltd.,
are housed in a small outbuilding of the original mill, with only two
employees engaged in precision machining. At present tyre presses being
produced, reguire a high degree of machining accuracy, the rate of
production consequently being low. R. Hook Ltd., manufacturers of
agricultural implements, employ 17 men for general constructional work
in a modern shed to the north of the mill. The occupiers of the mill are
Engineering and Chemical Supplies Ltd., employing 7, and distributing
chemicals in bulk. Coventry PFactors Industrial Distributors and
Cotswold Tools and Machines Ltd., are also occupiers of the mill,
concerned with distribution and employing only a few men. Conair,
distributors of air conditioning equipment, have 5 employees. The
numerous distributive concerns reflect the dynamic state of the industry
in this area, and its need for industrial and chemical equipment and
supplies. The manufacturing concerns here have occupied cheap buildings
or land adjacent to the mill that will allow considerable expansion in the
future.

Turning to the south east, half aimile across Ryefard Meadows, the
first of the three woollen cloth mills still in production in the
Stroud area, was encountered. Here at Stanley Mill (Crid Reference :
812043) (Map 3). Marling and Evans Ltd., produce woollen textiles.

All stages of production are completed here, with raw wool being imported
directly from Australia and South Africa. The original mill is of long
standing importance as a woollen cloth manufactory but only since 1920
has Marling and Evans Ltd., owned the site. ILooms are located in a new
block to the north of the mill, constructed in 1947 (Photograph 3), but
all buildings are used for variocus stages in production. The 290
employees are engaged in the production of high quality broadcloth
worsted, and tweed, much of which is exported to Europe.

Further north, adjacent to the Stroudwater Canal, Ryeford Sawmills
Co. Ltd., occupies a site of a former cloth mill. (Grid Reference :
814046). 70 men are employed in sawmilling and the distribution of
Tnglish hardwoods, which are obtained within a 40 mile radious of Stroud.
Oak, ash, elm ani beech are held in stock, and finished products include
mine timbers, tool handles, pallets, stillages and oak panelling. Many
wood craftsmen are thus included in the 70 men employed. This is one of
the largest sawmills in the South West, relying on the local timber and
having its own lorries for the haulage of these trees to the mill.
Products are sent to South and Central Wales, South and Scuth West England
and the Midlands.

8-
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Between the sawmills and Ebley Mill to the east, a new site to the
north of the A 419 Stonehouse - Stroud road was noted (Grid Reference :
821047). This small 3 year old site owned by J. A. Gord , employs
53 people and produces aerospace equipment. The design and manufacture
of hydraulics, gantries sluices, and agricultural equipment is also
enacted here. The raw materials of plastics, steel and aluminium are
all machined and assembled at the site, and products are mainly for
export. Tris plant is integrated in its design and production and is a
highly technically biased industry.

However, south west of Ebley village, at Ebley Mill (Grid Reference :
829046), longer established industries occur. The mill building has been
little altered {Photograph 4) and accommodates a branch of Marling znd
Evans Litd., the woollen cloth manufactureres of Stanley Mill. However,
here at Ebley Mill yarn is specifically produced, whilst at Stanley Mill
emphasis is placed on the manufacture of cloth. Wool and man made fibres
are combined in the production here, with the labour force of 60 being
composed mainly of young women.

To the north of Ebley Mill on premises built in 1953 partly on an
infilled section of the Stroudwater Canal, Daniel Greenaway and Sons Ttd.,
produce general printed material including magazines with cojour
lithography. The 200 employees are subdivided into 60 unskilled and
40 skilled workers. Paper is obtained from Sweden and Finland, and much of
the trade is orientated to the export market.

Further east up the valley of the River Frome, the industrial
complex at Dudbridge is in notable contrast to the rural settling in
which the factories up to now have been noted. Here, where the
Woodchester Stream joins the River Frome (Map 3), 4 major manufacturing
industries, with one distributive concern are concentrated within 5 acres,
and surrounded by 19th Century housing development. Pye Distribution Ltd.,
occupies Hawker's Mill which lies on the Woodchester Stream, and is thus
described in the following section in this chapter (Map 3).

Beside the main A 46 road (Grid Reterence : 835046) the Dudbridge
Foundry is sited which is owned by Lewis and Hole Ltd., manufacturers of
non-ferrous and iron castings for the engineering trade. Machine tool
castings shell moulded and cored castings, pump and strained bodies, and
valves are the main products made to individual specifications in iron,
phosphor bronze, and aluminium. All types of steel are used, and the products
are mainly used in local engineering firms, axd so are indirectly exported.
Hence the dynamic engineering industry of this area, with a constant
démand for machine castings, has maintained the viability of the foundry.
The 45 employees include machine and floor moulders, core makers, furnace
men, and pattern makers.

On both sides of the River Frome, Redler Conveyors ILitd., concentrates
on the production of mechanical handling equipment and conveyors, and also
a standardised six-ton hydraulic crane. Conveyors, flour hoppers, and
walkways are constructed and machined from the sheet steel and from rods
and bars obtained from the Midlands and Scunthorpe. Gearing is
imported. I was informed that over 80 tons of products were exported from
this firm in one week, much being sent to Canada. Questionaires analysis
reveals that 500 are employed in unskilled, semi-skilled and skilled
categories, and a rapid expansion programme is envisaged in the future.

In the east of the Dudbridge complex the Stroud Metal Company are
producers of non-ferrous castings and light press-work, with some
electroplating and stove enamelling being en#tted here. However,
















a current government contract forbade them to divulge any further
information.

Nearby the Copeland-Chatterson Co. Itd., is a major business systems
manufacturer, producing punch cards and index cards for accounting machines.
Plastic folders amd printed matter is also produced. I was informed that
the company is rapidly expanding in order to cater for increasing demands for
its products.

From the A 46 at Rodborough, mills can be seen along the valley bottom
at Stroud. A lane leads down from the A 46 to Fromehall Mill (Grid Reference
: 842049) which is occupied by Severn Instruments ILtd., manufacturers of
electrical circuits.

200 yards upstream, Lodgemore Mill (Photograph 5) was encountered as the
second of the existing woollen cloth mills seen in the Stroud area. Here,
is Strachan and Co. Ltd., Broadcloth is the speciality of the company, and
large quantities of uniform cloth are produced. All scarlets wern by the
Guards are derived from this mill, and made. Merino broadcloth is imported
from South Africa, and wool is imported from South Africa, and 60% of
finished products are exported pricipally to Italy, the Middle and Far East.
Both old and new processes are combined at this modernised plant, and small
amounts of worsteds are produced as well as broadcloth. Dying is done on the
Premises (Photograph 6) and the finished cloths were seen outside the dying
shed in covered racks. Over 200 are employed in finishing work.

At Lodgemore Mill, the Painswick stream enters the River Frome, and
only three manufacturing premises being located along the valley of this
Stream. Frolm the B 4066, south of Stratford Park, Stroud (Grid Reference :
847056) the new modern plant of Townsends ILtd., can be seen to the south
(Map 3), on the site of Stratford Mill. The buildings date from 1960, and
cattle and other livestock feeds are processed at these premises. The
70 employees are also concerned with the cleaning of seed, all products being
distributed only in the local area.

Half a mile to the north up the Painswick Valley, on the right of the
A 46 Stroud to Gloucester road, the Stroud Brewery is notable, being owned by
es o1ding s All types of ale are brewed for the local
area by a staff of 30.

The remaining factory in the Painswick Valley lies 3 miles to the north
being anomalous in that it is isolated from any other industrial site. It
lies in the deeply incised valley south east of Painswick, and occupies
Brookhouse Mill (Grid Reference : 871095) which has been changed little since
it operated as a woollen cloth mill (Photograph ¥). Savory and Sons Ttd.,
the owners, have for long manufectured hair pins, pins and clips.® The mill
seen here represents the sole remaining pin mill in the area, this industry
once being very important particularly in Painswick following the decline of
the woollen industry in the late 19th Century. However production in the
small here today, with only 10 people being employed.

Slad Brook enters the River Frome Jjust to the east of lLodgemore Mill,
and along its valley, four factories were noted on the outskirts of Stroud.
All could be seen facing onto the B 4070 Stroud to Slad road.

A sheet metal press company working under contract for local engineering
firms was noted in the Badbrook district of Stroud (Grid Reference : 853054).
This is a family firm with a low production, only 4 employees working here.
A, C. Fstop and Co., in a modern .two storey building, produce plastic bottles
caps and high tension plastic brackets. This is on the site of Little Mill.
I was informed that the labour was in a state of flux, but was currently
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numbering 40 (Grid Reference : 855056) (Photograph 8).

Balbik Systems I,td., occupy a mill a quarter of a mile to the north east.
Here at New Mill (Grid Reference : 860057) co-operation was not forthcoming
and nothing was learned of production or employment. I was later indormed
however, that the firm mainly concerned in industrial printing was about
to be bought out, and the likelihood of industrial espionage was a very real
apprehension prevailing here.

The remaining factory encountered in the Slad Valley produces chain
saws. _Here near the site of Peghouse Mill (Grid Reference : 862058) 60
people are employed in testing and manufacturing of c¢hain saws. Most of the
production is exported to Europe, Australia, New Zealand and Brazil (Photograph

9).

Returning south west along the B 4070 to Stroud, a survey of factory
sites along the Frome vallev was resumed.

To the east of the A 46 ih thevalley bottom in Stroud (Grid Reference :
848050), the firm of XKent Le truments 14d., can be seen to occupy a
portion of the old Wallbridge Mill on the far side of the disused railway
viaduct. Arch premises are used in addition to modern sheds, next to the
mill, and new office accommodation beside the A 46 (Photograph 10). The
questionaire reveals that 240 in all are employed at this small site and
production is concentrated on industrial flow measuring instruments. Two
thirds of production is for the home market, much being sold in the Stroud
area.

Overlooking the railway station in Stroud, the brick built Victorian
premises of Hill, Paul and Co. I.td were notable. 1OO employees manufacture
men's suits and jackets, 609 of production being exported. I was informed
that at one time, production of cloth in the Stroud area met the
requirements of the firm, but now Yorkshire cloth is used for all products,

The Frome Valley upstream of Stroud turns %o the south, and no factory
was seen, until at Bowcridge on the A 149 Stroud to Cirencester road, the
Safan Caravan Co., Ltd., was encountered (Grid Reference : 85044). This
firm is sited on a former mill which was gutted by fire in 1953. The
modern brick built premises are used fo¥ the complete manufacture of
caravans, with the 40 employees consisting mainly of cabinet makers wood
machinists, painters, welders etc.

British aluminium with imported African obeche, Japanese oak and
Swedish hardboard is used, and finished caravans are confined to the Home
market. .

Half a mile south along the A 419, Griffin®s Mill (Grid Reference :
858035) accommodates 9 various companies (Photograph 11). However, on
further inspection it was found that only 3 were manufacturing concerns.
Batric Ltd., occupy recently built sheds to th  south of the mill building,
and with a staff of 18, manufacture power tools, industrial tractors, and
trailers. Some products are exported. Bodian Precision Engineering Co. ILid.,

in a new block also to the south of the original mill, but to the other
side of the River Frome employs 16 machinists for precision engineering.
Again, this type of precision machining relies on local engineering
firms for its markets, and none of its products are exported. The remaning
manufacturer here is Fluid Transfer T.td., contract work being carried out
in metal machining. However, this 3 year old company with 12 employees
has specialised lately in the production of valveless pumps for chemical and
food production plants, and portable aircraft refuellers for Harrier jets.
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Some is produced for export. The occupiers of the old mill building are
concerned with distribution. Xristian Kirk Electric Ltd., are the sole
distributers of Danish washing machines for the U.K. Paint, sheet metal

and double glazing merchants also occupy this building, with motor mechanics
and building merchants also operating from the mill.

Along this part of the River Frome, upstream from Thrupp, the valley
becomes visibly narrower with steeper sides, and the industry becomes
strung along the floor of the valley, based mainly on mill sites.

Like Griffin's Mill and also in the vicinity of Thrupp, Stratford's Mill
(Grid Reference : 859038) occupied by a variety of companies, but manufacturing
industry is represnted only by Nash Fngineering L,td., a small family
company engaged in cdntract machining.

Motor repairs, sign writers and a coke merchant were also noted here.

A modern site west of the A 419 was noted (Grid Reference : 861034).
Here, Watts Regulator (U.,K.) Ltd., an American owned company, manufacturing
air line filters, regulators and lubricators for compressed air equipment
On enquiry it was found that the site was % years old and 50 people were
employed. Exports are sent to every country in Eurpoe, except Italy, and
also India, Australia, and South Africa.

100 yards to the south along the A 419, the large mill, Ham Mill, was
se:n, but the best view of this site was obtained from the canal bank to the
south west (Photograph 12). Although not directly concerned with woollen
cloth manufacture, it has survived the slump in this trade in this area, by
specialisation in wool cording and spinning for a Yorkshire carpet company.
Rond Horth (Stroud) Ttd., formerly produced Chenille carpets until 1954
when yarn spinning again returned to the mill for the first time since the
19th Century. The parent firm Bond Worth Ltd., of Stourport uses the yarn
produced for carpet pile, English and Foreign wools being blended together
and with Delfion/ﬁylon and Evlan. The industry here today is highly
mechanised, but even so, a relatively large number are employed, although
not as great as the 450 engaged before the war. No questionaire was
completed, but notes handed out oultlining a history of the mill divulged
much useful information.

On the site if Thrupp Mill, now demolished, George Walle nd ’
naming the site "Pheonix Iron Works' have 200 wmployees engaged in the
design and construction of air and gas compressors, boosters and vacum
exhaustors. This extensive modern factory, builds to individual requirements
and a current order for Australia meant that the plant was very busy.

By taking a lane leading south across the River Frome Gough's Mill was
seen to the south east (Grid Reference : 863027), there, QOak Mills (Timb
Itd., occupying the original mill building, manufacture kitchen cabinets,
using a workforce of 80.

Lying adjacent to the mill to the south west, on the opposite side of
an infilled section of the Thames and Severn Canal, Brimscombe Iron Works
was seen (Photograph 13). It was gathered that Air Plants Ltd., is a
Leicester based company, manufacturing "Fortis' heaters and fans from Welsh
sheet steel. 40 BEmployees are engaged in every stage of production here.
Exports go to Europe, and much of these to Eire. The plant is made up of
0ld corrugated iron sheds, but a new production site was being built on the
infilled bed of the canal.

Proceeding along the towpath of the canal, Brimscombe Mills (Gria
Reference : 866025) surrounding a mill pond were seen accommodating two
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companies, P. F.Welding Company occupies the more northely of the two

mills, bordering the deesp mill pond. Five employees are concerned with
steel prefabrications and zinc and copper electroplating. The zinc and
copper is obtained from local merchants, and all products are used in the
Stroud area. This is another example of a metallurgical industry belng
established due to a demand by the local engineering concerns. "
producers of industrial detergents for metals in electrolysis, occupy the
mill to the south (Photograph 14). ICI owned, this factory employs 14 in
the various stages of chemical production. The mill has visibly greatly
modified and modernised.

Just to the south east accross the Brimscombe to Minchinhampton road
(Map 3) Brimscombe Port Mill and the side of Brimscombe Canal port has
been occupied by Benson's International Systems Ttd., (Photograph 15).
A good view of the side is obtained from near Burleigh Court (Grid Reference
: 869D19) and it was seen that new extentions were being constructed on
the site of the former port. The 1956 edition of the 0.S. 2%-inch sheet
indicates the presence of the port, and it was later revealed that these
new buildings are only 2 years old. 500 are employed in the production of
loose leaf fittings and devices, using sheet steel and spring steel from the
Midlands. 807 of production is exported. The mill building is now used
only as offices, maintenance and a canteen.

P. Hewins Itd., were noted nearby at the Brimscombe Port Foundry,
90 men being employed in casting iron and non-ferrous metals. Again,
the castings are used only locally, being ascembled into machine toeols
and indirectly exported. Ingots, steels scrap and pig iron (from Stanton
and Stavely) is obtained from the Midlands and South Wales.

A footpath alongside the River Frome led to Bourne Mill, situated next
to a viaduct carrying the main Gloucester to Swindon railway (Map 2).
Only small service trades were sited in this very small mill, including
screenprinters, metal polishers and a country craft studio.

The valley of the River Frome now becomes orientated west to east
from Brimscombe, east to Chalford (Map 2).

300 yards along the A 419, the deeply incised ad well wooded
Toadsmoor Valley was noted. The point where its stream enters the River
Frome is shown on the 0.S. 2% inch map. However, today, a modern factory
was seen here, owned by Critchliey Bros. I;td., who are also owners of a
factory site 200 yards upstream on the site of Wimberely Mill. This
mill due to its unsafe nature was also demolished, so that the plastics
firm now has a 2C acre complexyi (Photograph 16). Plastica conduits and
cable makers are produced by 300 employees, and 20% of products are
exported.,

Just to the north of Critchley a modern site, the QOlympic Varnish Co.,
was seen. This small factory employs 25 in the production of insulating
lacquer for covering fibreboard and paper used in motor cars, suitcases,
television backs etc. ICI and B.P. Shell supply the chemicals and 10%
is ecported. The board is obtained from Austria, Germany or Scandinavia.

In the deeply incised north south trending Toadsmoor Vallev, two
factories were noted. 300 yards north up the valley from the A 419,
Gussage Mill, Tucker Products T.1d., employs 6 men for woodturning. Tool
handles are the main concern, and the mill has been little modified.

One mile further north, a mill was seen on the floor of the narrow

deeply incised valley, surrounded by woodland.(Photograph 17). Here,
Scott-Entro td., produce aniline dyes and inks from chemicals obtained
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from ICI. 10 men are employed in this family business, with the owner
living nearby. The isolation of this factory served only by one minor
road, is striking, and is even more anomalous when considering the nature
of its production. There seems to be no economic or social basis for this
type of industry here, as all chemicals must be imported from outside the
area.

Continuing yp the Frome Valley, a half mile from Critchley's, St. Mary's
Mill can be seen from the canal bank (Photograph 18). It appears to be
disused, but walking sticks have been made here for over 100 years. Frank
Madeley, a stick bender for 42 years explained how first the sticks of any
wood type are heated in wet beech swadust and then bent in vices heated
with gas jets (Photograph 19). 36 dozen sticks can be bent in a day, but
the position of the knots or "eyes'" in the bend of the stick affects the
strength of the walking stick. The gas jets result in a high temperature
in the workshop. Six wood turners then turn and carnish the sticks, many of
which are sent to hospitals.

To the east, within Chalford village (Grid Reference : 893025) Cape
Asbestos employs 100 in a corrigated asbestos sheet and pipe plant.
However, production is to be favoured at the Durham and Watford plants of
the company, and this factory is 'seon to close. Most are modern buildings,
except for the Victorian brick mill building seen from the Hyde road
(Photograph 20). Heating, pressing and cutting of asbestos is carried on
here, and before the run-down of labour, 300 were employed. The asbestos
is mixed with water and cement to a liquid which is sprayed into sheets;

8 coatings giving a-%-inch of so0lid asbestos.

Here in the valley floor at Chalford is a complex of factory buildings,
some of which were noted to be vacant. Chalford Chairs Ttd,, occupy a small
rart of this industrial complex, having occupied the premises for 30 years.
12 employees manufacture finished upholstered furniture and setees etc.

Wood and Belgian and British nylon and wool fabtrics are the raw materials
used.

West of this, adjacent to the A 419 bridge over the River Frome (Grid
Reference : 896025), Doulton Filters Ltd., construct filtration and powder
equipment with 32 being employed. Facing this site, on the opposite side
of the A 419 Giftware Ltd., operate a small plant with 20 workers
manufacturing glass fibre giftware including table mats.  Export is
worldwide.

This completed the survey of industry in the Frome and adjoining valleys
to the north.

The Valleyvs of the Woodchester Stream and its Tributaries. (The Najilsworth

Vallevs),

From the confluence of the Woodchester Stream and the River Frome at
Dudbridge (Grid Reference : 834045) (Map 3), a multiplicity of industry
as varied as that in the Frome Valley was noted, down to Nailsworth in the
south.

To the east of the A 46 Bath road at Rodborough, the 8 acre site of
T. Daniels was noted. Here, an old established engineering firm
concentrate on the manufacture of hydraulic presses up to 1000 tous,
vacum formers and injection moulding machines. In 1962 it was made into a
public company after private ownership by Unochrome International, and now
with a workforce of 800, it is the second largest sole employer in the

Stroud area.
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50% are skilled labour in machining, fabrication and assembly on this 8
acre site between two main roads (Map 3). Plate and sheet steel is
imported from South Wales. 40%-of products are exported.

To the south and on the opposite side of the A 46 sited beside the
Woodchester Stream itself, B.P. Plastics Tid., are the largest sole
employers in the Stroud area, 900 being employed here. The firm, B.P.
Chemicals (U.K.) Ltd., B.P. Plastics Dept., maunfacture plastic moulding
materials and extended sections, with some foamed plastic for packaging.
Products are sent to moulding firms in the U.K. and in Europe, and
buttons manufacturers throughout the world are supplied with casein. PVC
is obtained from the B.P. plants at Barry and Welwyn and Styrene from
New Zealand.

The 900 employed include development staff of chemists and engineers,
fitters, electricians and toolmakers.

From Starffield housing estate to the south east, a good view was
obtained of the B.P. Plastics plant, and Daniels engineering plant
(Photograph 21).

Further south up the Nailsworth Valley, a half a mile along the A 46
Bath road, Rooksmoor Mill was noted. Here, mail order and distributive
companies were occupiers of the mill, with approximately 10 employees

working here. Lawrence Lipsey and Co. 1td., kapok packagers are part-

occupiers.

At Woodchester, Woodchester Mill (Grid Reference : 843028) is the
premises of The Bentley Piano Co. Ltd, All stages in the manufacture of
pilanos are to be found here, 120 employees being occupied in the various
stages. Woodworking, polishing and the making of strings, hammers, and
actions are all carried out. The pianos are sold all over the world with
the exception of the Iron Curtain Countries and China. An excellent view is
obtained of the site from the valley slope to the east (Photograph 22).

Just east of Woodchester Church, 300 yards south along the A 46, on
the site of Southfield's Mill, corrugated iron sheds house Arthur's Press,
producers of colour magazines and also general printed matter. 40 workers
are employed here.

Continuing south up the Nailsworth valley which is deeply incised and

narrow, a number of companies occupy the Woodchester Industrial Site.
ducts Ltd., vent engineers occupy the diminitive Churches Mill

with 5 employees, and across the minor road to the south, two companies
occupy the new site (Grid Reference : 841023). L. J. H. Ballinger make
abrasive machine tools, with designing also carried out here. Fenworth Ttd.,
occupying one modern block, with a new building seen under construction,
and 4 shop floors in all, produce light engineering castings. 100 are
employed here at this site.

On the opposite east bank of the Woodchester Stream, beside the A 46,
Quaker Chemical Co. Lid., was noted, 20 being employed in the refining of
specialised lubricating oils. The premises seen here, are brick built and
formerly housed a saw milling company. ©0il and chemicals are obtained from
the U.S.A. and Holland as well as from British ICI and B.P. Plants.

300 yards to the south, Frogmarsh Mill (Grid Reference : 841017) was

noted just north of the bridge carrying the A 46 onto the western side of
the Woodchsster Stream. [The Carr Tanning Co., ILtd., leather tanners, have
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65 workers employed in sorting, tanning, dyeing, drying, finishing and
trimming skins. Skins are obtained mainly from this country, but some are
imported from New Zealand, South Africa and Persia. The synthetic dyes
and tans are obtained from British Chemical plants. Distribution is

worls wide (Photograph 23).

The two large companies of Cameron Gardner Ltd., and Newman, Hender and
Co. Ltd., occupy 5 acres on the former sites of Merrett's Mill and Dyehouse
Mill. Qams:gn Gardper Ltd. (Crid Reference : 842014) manufacture hydraulic
loading equipment, exports being mainly to EBurope. 30 skilled workers are
included in the employment total of 60. The original Merrett's Mill can be
seen here, although modern sheds occupy much of the site.

Newman, Hender and Co. Ltd., produce forged steel valves and fittings.
The whole site is occupied by huildings post 1945 in age, and there is no
evidence of the original mill in existence. 250 are employed here (Photograph
24).

The narrow Inchbrook Valley entering the Woodchester valley from the
west (Map 3) has one mill, Fream's Mill, still concerned in the production
of woollen flock (Grid Reference : 839008). It is very poor in repair
(Photograph 25), and only the more recently constructed sheds seen to the
east of the mill are used. Here carding of raw wool is done by 2 employees
using 5 antiquated machines dated 1872, and manufactured in Huddersfield.

The mills owned by Matthew Grist Ltd., scour and card wool for the bedding
trade. New Zealand raw wool is obtained, and the finished flock is sent to
bedding companies in the Midlands. Production has dropped drastically here
over the past 10 years, and the state of the buildings and the morale of the
owner, M. Grist, reflects the recent decline of this mill. This is a remnant
of a once important industry, before the requiremehts of flock declined and
latterly ceased in the Stroud area. An example of raw wool, and finished
flock is included.

South east of Inchbrook at lower Forestgreen, overlooking the Nailsworth
valley from the west, the extensive Dunkirk Mills can be seen in the valley
bottom (Grid Reference : 845005) (Photograph 26). Here, only one
manufacturer occupies the mill, in the northern end. The Yukon Coil Co., are
producers of commercial and industrial refrigeration equipment, with a staff
of 15 engaged in welding, turning and fitting. The steel is obtained from
Gloucester merchants. The remainder of the mill lies wvacant for the
southern part which is occupied by a building and plumbing firm, employing
50 labourers and carpenters. Contell TInstruments Itd., occupies a building
to the west of Dunkirk Mills by the side of the A 46. Here, lighting control
equipment is produced by 8 employees. Metal work used is of local manufacture,
whilst all electrical equipment except semi-conductors are of West German
or Swiss origin.

Half a mile up the Nailsworth valley, Egypt Mill beside the A 46, grinds
oats, barley and maize using diesel power and electric power. 25 tons of
oats and barley are ground in one week. Only 2 men work here. All grain is
locally grown.

Within the town of Nailsworth a large industrial site of corrugated
iron sheds lies over the site of the confluence of two converging streams,
the Avening Stream from the south east, and Horsley Brook from the south
west. The site can be seen to the north from the A 434 (Photograph 27).

(Map 3), with two companies occupying the premises being partly on the site
of Nailsworth Mill. A fibreboard manufacturer, B. A. Chamberlain Lid., uses
waste paper to manufacture products used in the shoe, automotive, luggage,
gasket and printing industries. This company occupies premises fronting
onto the Nailsworth to Minchinhampton road, at the site of the former
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Nailsworth Mill. _Pressboard L s theother company occupying this site use
some of the fibreboard manufactured next door together with hardboard in
order to produce motor car panels and fibreboard moulds and containers. A
total of 380 people are employed in both companies.

Following thé Avening vallev south eastwards, two factories were noted.
Half a mile along the A 434 from Nailsworth, Spring Mills (Grid Reference
859994) (Photograph 28) are occupied by Little Stoke Engineering Ltd.,
manufacturers of overhead travelling cranes, ships cranes, hoppers and all
types of 1ifting equipment. The 36 employees inciude skilled engineers,
semi-skilled workers, labourers fabricators and design and supervisory
personnel. A work force of 80 is envisaged in the near future. The finished
cranes are sent ¢6 all types of industry and to shipping firms.

One mile up the Avening Valley, Longford's Mill was encouhtered. A
good view of the mill and its large pond was obtained from the east
(Photograph 27). Here, the third and last woolen cloth mill seen in the
Stroud area, is situated. The owners William Piayne and Co. Ltd.,
produce a varied range of all types of woollen and worsted cloth, including
naval doeskins, venetians, motor and boottee linings, and piano, roller,
printing and tennis ball cloths. 75% of producis are exported, emphasis
being on specialised high quality goods. The intense specialisation at this
mill, which is relatively isolated in comparison to other former woollen
cloth mills, has allowed the successful survival of woolen cloth production
here. The Playne family has owned Longford's Mill since 1759, and pride of
ownership and tradition could have played some part in the maintenance of the
industry.

Returning to Nailsworth, industry was noted in the Newmarket and Horsley
Brook Valleys.

In Nailsworth itself, the Mumford Engineering Co. Ltd., was noted. This
firm of general engineers supplies Newman, Hender Ltd., and Cameron-Gardner
of Woodchester with steel and aluminium construcged boxes and frames.
Machinists, and welders constitute the work staff of 8 (Photograph 30).

West of Nailsworth, in the Newmarket Vallev {(Map 3), Groberts Ttd.,
manufacturers of laboratory and Library furniture occupies Lot Mill {Grid
Reference : 841996) (Photograph 30). A staff of 45 is concerned with the
joinery, finishing and polishing of furniture (Photograph 31).

300 yards further up the valley, Hillier's bacon curing factory is sited in
a modern factory on the stéep valley side. 260 are employed here in all meat
and cookery trades, with a research section being incorporated. MNeat
products are distributed to within a 100 mile radius of Nailsworth.

In the Horsley Vallev (Map 3), four companies were noted. (. and W,
Electroplating Itd., in Nailsworth itself was seen to occupy a small back-street
workshop. Their products are depatched only to local engineering firms.

B. W. Johnson T.td., occupy Lock's Mill in the manufacture of switch
boards and wiring equipment and leads for the Post Office. Co-operation was
notably lacking here.

Gig Mill (Grid Reference : 844987), 200 yards further south up the
Horsley Valley was accessible only by means of returning tnto Nailswotrth
town centre and proceeding south along the B 4058. Here, A. E. and T. Dipple
Ltd., manufacture general sheet metal fabrications mainly for local markets.
38 workers are employed in skilled and semi-skilled categories (Photograph 32).
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